
On Friday, April 26, John 
E. Cech was sworn into 
the office of President 
of Carroll College. 
In attendance were 
students, faculty, staff, 

alumni, and dignitaries such as Gover-
nor Steve Bullock; Waded Cruzado, the 
president of Montana State University; 
Andrew McGregor, a retired senior tutor 
from Harrow School and friend of Cech; 
and Harley Jolley, a friend and mentor 
to Cech who, at the age of 98 is one of 
the last and oldest survivors of the Pearl 
Harbor attack. 

“I can’t really think of words to de-
scribe how it feels,” said Cech. “What is 
so powerful for me is how this institution 
over the last 11 months has touched me 
and impacted me. I am so impressed with 
the quality of students we have and what’s 
happening here. Anything I can do to 
provide some assistance and be a servant 
leader, I’m all in. I’m looking forward to 
the next hopefully 10, 15 years, moving 
this college forward. I think it has a great 
future; it really does.”

Throughout the week, Cech boasted 
big news to be announced to the Carroll 
community in his inauguration address. In 
truth, he had several announcements. 

“Our focus on students and undergrad-
uate teaching, our Catholic identity, and 
the fact we are based on a liberal arts 
foundation will all be central to our future 
success,” Cech said. “However, as you’ve 
heard tonight, higher education in Mon-
tana and the United States is changing. 
Our campus-wide planning efforts this 
year have produced several key recom-
mendations to help us grow this college, 
each of which is made through the lens of 
our mission and service to our students, 
community, state, nation, and world.”

Cech reminded those in attendance 
of the rearranging being done as part of 
Program Prioritization to create a “one-
stop student center.” He also mentioned 
beginning a School of Professional and 
Graduate Studies, set to start July 1, along 
with a new model for summer sessions 
that will allow students to take summer 
classes as a third semester, allowing them 
to graduate in three years. He also men-
tioned the new Catholic Studies major, 
one of only 36 in the country. 

His biggest announcement, however, 
supports the nursing and medical pro-
grams here at Carroll. 

“First,” said Cech, “I am announc-
ing this afternoon a transformative 
$1,000,000 grant from E. L. Wiegand 
Foundation to create a new E. L. Wie-
gand Nursing Simulation Center here at 
Carroll. Construction will commence this 
summer and be completed by April 2020." 

Cech explained that the $1,000,000 
gift will be matched by another million 
dollars.

"With the momentum started by the 
E. L. Wiegand Foundation gift, we have 
started a major initiative to fund and 
advance our Nursing and Health Profes-
sions programs at Carroll," said Cech. 
"This campaign will enable the college to 
significantly expand our nursing program 
outreach at various levels, including the 

master’s level, and launch a master of 
social work degree, launch a master of 
Physician Assistant program, and launch 
a master of Genetic Counseling program, 
all through the school of professional 
studies.” 

Cech expects to begin hiring for these 
new departments this summer.  

Cech then confirmed the construction 
of the new anthrozoology building, the 
Perkins/Call Canine Center, set to be 
built in the dirt lot behind the engineering 
building and the St. Catherine of Siena 
apartment building. 

“These efforts,” said Cech, “will help 
us meet my goal, which is to increase the 
college’s enrollment by 20 percent over 
the next five years, including both under-
graduate and graduate programs.”

These changes, while huge, are being 
planned with the hope to bring Carroll 
College further into the future to meet the 
demands of the job market and the world 
today. 

“I think it’s a very important moment 
for Carroll College,” said the Rev. Ste-
phen Rowan, thirteenth president of Car-
roll College from 2000-2001 and the in-
terim president from 2017-2018. “I think 
President Cech has stated a vision for the 
future based on work that was done this 
year and very true to the long-standing 
mission of Carroll College.” 

The hope is that despite these changes, 
the important parts of Carroll will always 
remain the same. 

“Carroll’s tradition and our mission 
is very special,” said the Rev. Joseph 
Harrington, the 10th President of Carroll 
College from 1969-1974. “[Cech] has a 
real feel for Carroll College and what it 
means. Not only for our history, what has 

happened before, but also a way forward, 
because indeed, times are changing, and 
the college needs to move with that so we 
continue to be effective and a part of what 
we have always been in Montana and 
especially here in Montana. ” 

Cech may have waited a year to be 
inaugurated, but he certainly didn’t waste 
a second before getting to work on im-
provements. 

“He has hit the ground running,” said 
former Montana Governor and Carroll 
alumnus Marc Racicot. “He is preparing 
this institution for the future in a way 
that will allow for us to continue to be 
successful.” 

It is clear to those who interact with 
Cech his love for the college and his care 
for the students. 

“I’m really excited that he has such a 
focus on getting to know the students and 
engaging with them on a personal level,” 
said Karen Hoffman a junior from Lake 
Stevens, Washington studying biology. 
“He really shows how much he cares 
about the students and our success. Pres-
ident Cech and his family were generous 
enough to invite me into their home for 
Thanksgiving dinner. It was really fun and 
I got to know him better. It’s really cool to 
have a personal relationship with the pres-
ident of your college. That is one of the 
benefits of Carroll College: that everyone 
can get to know each other. You can tell 
that he has a heart for all of his students.” 

Students are excited for what these 
changes will mean around campus. 

“It seems like the school is moving at 
a positive direction,” said Justin Statile, 
a sophomore from Milcreek, Washington 
majoring in chemistry. “I can see new 
majors coming and new opportunities 

happening that were not here before.”
Nursing student Sydney Sentieri is 

especially excited about what is to come 
with the growth of the nursing program. 

“I’m looking forward to what he does 
in the future,” said Sentieri, a junior 
from Idaho Falls, Idaho. “It’ll be good 
to expand the program. Capping it at 44 
seats makes it really competitive, which is 
probably why it is such a good program.”

Education is important to Cech, who 
came to Carroll from the Montana State 
University System, where he worked for 
16 years improving institutions of higher 
education across the state of Montana. 

“He knew that education is the agent 
that transforms lives, forever,” said Cru-
zado in her presentation during the inau-
guration. “I observed how President Cech 
skillfully handled each assignment with 
the skill and humility of a true servant 
leader. How fitting for him to be called to 
serve in this capacity in which he will be 
called to celebrate the talents of others... I 
know, that the leader who keeps his eyes 
to the heavens is an excellent person in 
which to trust the future of this outstand-
ing institution.”

Cech recognizes the intention with 
which the college was built. 

“Both the Cathedral of St. Helena and 
Carroll sit on two of the most promi-
nent hills in Helena,” said Cech in his 
presidential acceptance speech. “Bishop 
Carroll viewed them as representing faith, 
and, this one, representing reason.”

As a very student-oriented president, he 
has dedicated this next year to be the Year 
of the Student, saying, “The students are 
the reason I come to work every day."
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On Saturday, May 11, the Carroll Col-
lege graduating class of 2019 will fill the 
PE Center with 319 excited students. 

This will be the 109th class to graduate 
from Carroll College. 

The commencement ceremony is at 2 
p.m. Guests and attendees will need a tick-
et to attend the ceremony. If guests were 
unable to get a ticket, there will be an over-
flow room with a live feed of the ceremo-
ny. The ceremony can also be enjoyed via 
live stream if people would like to enjoy it 
from the comfort of their home. 

There is a graduation rehearsal for 
seniors Friday, May 10 at 1 p.m. in the PE 
Center. Following the rehearsal, President 
John Cech will propose a champagne toast 
outside of his office on the steps of St. 
Charles. Students will then get a chance 
to see their names on the bricks of the 
alumni walk and fill the Class of 2019-time 
capsule. Family and friends are welcome 
to attend this event. 

This year there will be two exciting 
changes. First, the unveiling of the bricks 
will be presented differently. Second, the 
addition of the new Master of Accountancy 
program, which is Carroll’s first graduate 
program. 

"We have four participants,” said Cassie 
Hall, registrar at Carroll College. “It’s a 
historic moment for this year’s gradua-
tion.” 

There is a Baccalaureate Mass at 10 
a.m. on Saturday, May 11. Each graduate 
gets two guest tickets to attend the Mass. 
Following the Mass, there is an optional 
brunch at the Campus Center starting at 

11:30 a.m.  
The 2019 graduating class is split 

between in-state and out-of-state students. 
There will be 147 Montana natives and 
166 students from outside Montana. There 
are also six international graduates. 

The top five degrees for this year’s grad-
uating class are nursing (43), biology (29), 
business administration (28), accounting 
(22), and health science (22). 

Donna Greenwood, associate profes-
sor of nursing at Carroll College from 
Choteau, Montana was chosen to speak as 
the faculty speaker at graduation. Green-
wood is passionate about Carroll College, 
as she has spent more time teaching at 
Carroll than not.  

“I consider Carroll my family,” said 
Greenwood. “I’ve been here since 1989. 
It’s not going to be easy to leave.” 

Greenwood plans to share helpful advice 
with the graduating seniors during her 
speech. 

“I want to encourage students to build 
relationships with people from all walks 
of life,” said Greenwood. “Don’t narrow 
your circle to people who are just like you. 
Get to know people that are homeless, in 
poverty, affluent, politicians, and world 
leaders.” 

In reflecting on her time at Carroll, it 
seems she has taken her own advice to 
build relationships.  

“The best part is spending time with 
students,” said Greenwood. “If all I had to 
do was have conversations, I would stay 
until they booted me out. I don’t like to 
think of it as a lecture. I like to think of it 
as a conversation.” 

This year, the graduating class has 
chosen Conor Coutts as the student speaker 

for the commencement ceremony. Coutts is 
a political science major from Enumclaw, 
Washington.  

Coutts was delighted to be chosen to 
speak at graduation. 

“I was surprised – it was a humbling and 
exciting honor,” said Coutts. 

Coutts plans to speak to not only the spe-
cifics of the Class of 2019 but also to the 
aspects that apply to everyone as human 
beings. 

“While our class and college have im-
portant unique attributes, there are a lot of 
principles that apply to all of humanity, be-
yond just this community, which I think are 
important to recognize,” said Coutts. “It’s 
a lofty task to represent and encompass the 
spirit of the Class of 2019, but I will strive 
to include a message that resonates with 
and reflects the diverse graduates.” 

Coutts is excited about graduation and 
acknowledges that the graduates are start-
ing an exciting new phase of life after the 
celebrations. 

“It’s important to note that although 
graduation is a special time, one cannot 
become too attached to it, because us 
graduates will almost immediately have to 
transition into the new phase of our lives 
with a full embrace,” said Coutts. 

This graduation season is also a time to 
honor those who graduated Carroll many 
years ago—the golden grads. 

Registrar Cassie  Hall says graduates 
should not worry about what’s to come. 

“Let life happen,”  said Hall. “Don’t try 
to plan it out too much. Opportunities and 
challenges will be thrown at you. Have 
confidence that you are prepared to take 
those on. If it’s not exactly how you envi-
sion it, that’s ok.” 

Hello everyone! I am the editor in chief 
of this edition, and I want to thank my 
wonderful Writing for the Media class-
mates for their hard work and dedication 
in getting this issue to print. I am a junior 
in communications, public relations and 
political science from Lambert, Montana. 
Previously this year, I was the design 
editor for The Prospector, so it was a 
great experience to be a print editor this 
time around. I have a new-found respect 
for all the past and future editors. The 
completion of the paper is challenging but 
extremely rewarding when you see all of 
your hard work in print!  

Now, congratulations to the graduating 
Class of 2019! I wish you all the best and 
know each of you will do amazing things 
in the world ahead of you. 

The world that seemed so far away 
freshman year, the future, is happening 
now. Isn’t that such a funny thought? We 
spend almost four years thinking, dream-
ing and worrying about the future. What 
will our career be? Where will I go to 
graduate school? What classes will I take 
next semester? When is that paper due? 
Wait, it’s due tonight?! The joys of the 
future in college. The future is uncertain, 
but that is part of the beauty of college. 
We have the opportunity to dream, try 
new classes, and network with some 
amazing people, all to guide us to our 
future.  

All of us have the future of the summer 
ahead. Many students are pursuing pos-
sible careers, summer jobs, internships, 

traveling the country or maybe the world! 
I know I will be spending my summer 
on the East Coast in the nation’s capital 
working in a communications internship, 
learning more about myself as a student, 
networking for the future, and learning 
more about the current world in which we 
live.  

The events that shape us to be who we 
are for the future are grounded in our past. 
For all of us, our summer plans didn’t 
just appear out of nowhere. Ideas from 
advisers, parents, friends and classmates 
in the past have helped us get to where we 
are and where we will be going. 

Thinking back to the not so distant 
past—freshman year—everyone was 
in the same boat. I know I didn’t know 
what to expect coming from a small town 
with fewer than 200 people and a gradu-
ating class of 14 students. We all maybe 
knew a few people when we arrived, 
lived in Guad or St. Charles and started 
taking classes. We learned how to study, 
we learned what it was like to struggle, 
be successful, and now, especially the 
seniors, we are all finding our way in the 
world. Maybe there was a failed paper 
or test that pushed us to work harder for 
the next time and taught us a valuable 
lesson that we hope to never repeat in our 
careers. Maybe we conquered a very chal-
lenging class and you learned to trust your 
abilities and academic integrity. Each and 
every one of us has a past that has shaped 
who we are now and who we will be.  

This issue of the paper focuses on the 

future and the past. It offers insight to the 
wonderful accomplishments that students 
have achieved this semester and the fan-
tastic events that the college has hosted 
as we capped off the spring semester 
with President John Cech’s Inauguration, 
SURF, and softball weekend. This issue 
looks to the future with President Cech's 
announcement this past weekend that 
Carroll has received a $1 million grant 
to fund the new E.L. Wiegand Nursing 
Simulation Center. We also look ahead 
to the celebration of the seniors who 
are graduating and heading out into the 
world—into their future. 

The past is represented in this paper 
with stories of students’ best college 
memories and thoughtful spotlights on 

graduating seniors. This issue explores 
the future, as students talk about how they 
plan to celebrate graduation and what 
their plans for the future may be. 

Someday for all of us, Carroll will be 
in our past and I know we can all attribute 
much of who we are now to Carroll.  

Think about the future, be thankful 
for the past. Both are making you who 
you are today and that is something to be 
proud of. Here’s to the future for all of us!  
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Greenwood, Coutts to speak at May 11 graduation

Letter to the Editor and President Cech: SURF day controversy
I am writing to you to express some-

thing I witnessed on campus that I believe 
is incredibly inappropriate. SURF is a 
day to recognize Carroll students for their 
exceptional research. SURF is not an 
appropriate event for promoting political 
agendas. SURF brings community mem-
bers and prospective students to campus 
and having a “defund Planned Parent-
hood” display is inappropriate. 

Consider the overall community im-
pact because of the higher than normal 
presence of outsiders on campus this 
week due to your Presidential Inaugura-
tion. Combining research celebrations, 
accolades, and performance with polit-
ically motivated promotions (we will 
discuss the associated false, misleading, 
and biased materials displayed and shared 
later) weakens our prestigious scientific 
and socially important research by sharing 
the stage with polarizing and political 
communications. Science has faced 
political repercussions for centuries and 
an educational institution should estab-
lish best practices and never stoop to the 
whims of the ignorant, uninformed, and 
scientifically naïve.   

A research festival should be a special 
time dedicated to honoring our inquisitive 
nature, exposure to new learning, and 
recognition that the scientific method is 
alive and well here at Carroll. Divisive 
political positions, while immeasurably 
important, are inconsistent with the festi-
val’s objectives and its importance. There 
is a difference between a choose life table 
and a defund Planned Parenthood table. 
Choose life is a position, while defund 
Planned Parenthood is politically and 
minority favored mantra.  

I spoke with a student at the booth. 
She was sharing inaccurate information. 

Actually, not just inaccurate information; 
she was sharing inflammatory misinfor-
mation. Her propaganda stated that 98.3 
percent of all services at Planned Parent-
hood are abortion services.  Supporting 
an idea is honorable. Propaganda is not. 
Research and truth are the hallmarks of 
science and learning. A little research (e.g. 
reviewing Planned Parenthood’s Annual 
Report) would have clarified information 
including the percentages of visits in each 
category: 

• 48.7 percent of services were for 
STD treatment and testing  

• 27.1 percent related to contracep-
tion  

• 13.4 percent for other women’s 
health services (OB/GYN, general 
wellness, etc.) 

• 6.3 percent related to cancer 
screenings 

•  3.4 percent were for abortion 
services 

• 1.1 percent were for other ancillary 
services  

Not only did they get the number 
wrong, but they were also beyond mate-
rially off. Hence their guilt of spreading 
false propaganda. 

Carroll is an institution of knowledge. 
Carroll signifies ethics in education and 
academic integrity. Carroll’s reputation is 
harmed when it facilitates spreading false 
and misleading information.  Information 
that is used to harm the poor, harm the un-
derserved and harmed those most in need 
of care, health, and comfort. Last week 
was Holy Week and I am sure that spread-
ing false witness was never a foundational 
canon of any faith, let alone Catholicism.   

If the activists desired truth and we 
know the only way to persuade is with 
truth, they would have performed some 

basic research and learned that only one-
half of all Planned Parenthood locations 
actually perform abortion services. The 
remaining facilities simply provide health 
care services. Another shared falsehood 
included statements suggesting that 
ample alternatives to Planned Parent-
hood exist. A study by the Guttmacher 
Institute found that in the 491 counties 
where there are currently Planned Parent-
hood clinics, 103 of them have no other 
clinics where low-income patients can 
gain access to affordable contraceptive 
services, should PP’s services be drained. 
When I questioned the students if they 
have ever fact-checked the information 
they are sharing, they said they had not. 
They offered me the source they got their 
information from, and when doing my 
own research, I found that that website 
(Students for Life) had no information on 
it or source lists. 

These students, while passionate about 
their beliefs, are clearly uneducated 
on Planned Parenthood and the actual 
services they perform. Regardless of 
one’s opinion regarding abortion, Planned 
Parenthood provides excellent medical 
services for all people, without prejudice 
as to where they are from, what they 
believe, or how wealthy they are.  These 
are hallmarks of an honorable community 
member and one that should be supported 
and not attacked for providing medical 
excellence to those in need 

SURF should be focused on student 
research and not a political agenda. Con-
voluting these messages reflects poorly 
upon our school, our students, our faculty, 
our leadership, and our entire community.  
How many prospective students will opt 
out of Carroll because of this conflict of 
science alongside sponsored propaganda? 

I know if I were a prospective student 
attending SURF this weekend, and I saw 
this display, I would have to go to the 
business office, request my deposit to be 
returned, and not attended Carroll. 

I wonder what type of administrative 
response I would have received had I, 
requested to have a positivity educational 
booth about Planned Parenthood on cam-
pus during this weekend? While we will 
never know the actual answer, I believe 
the request would have been denied, in 
part because SURF is an inappropriate 
time and place for such an educational 
booth.   

I am incredibly upset and disgusted 
that this was allowed to take place during 
SURF. The display was offensive, their 
informational inflammatory and full of 
dishonesty, and finally to believe that my 
university supports such activities has me 
questioning if the beliefs and ethos prop-
agated to the public about our institution 
are in fact a true and honest reflection of 
who and what we are.    

I frankly expect Carroll to be a better 
place. We are all human and we will 
make mistakes. Mistakes of omission are 
understandable. Mistakes of commission 
are not. 

I thank you in advance for caring 
enough to read my thoughts and I wel-
come you to our university and communi-
ty and may this weekend be as wonderful 
a blessing for you and your family as 
possible. 

Kindest regards, 
 Kayla Morris 
Carroll College Class of 2021 

2019 Commencement       
Calendar

Good luck with finals! - The Prospector crew
"Set your goals high, and don't stop till you get there." - Bo Jackson

Cap and gown 
distribution 

Wednesday, May 8
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Thursday, May 9 
9 a.m. - noon                    

O'Connell Hall Lobby

Graduation rehearsal
Friday, May 10

1 p.m., PE Center

President's Toast
Friday, May 10

3 p.m., St. Charles steps

Baccalaureate Mass
Saturday, May 11
10 a.m., Cathedral 

of St. Helena

Commencement 
Brunch

Saturday, May 11
11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., 

Campus Center

Commencement 
Ceremony

Saturday, May 11                    
2 p.m., PE Center



  Four Carroll communication students 
traveled to Coeur d’Alene, Idaho to 
present research and attend other research 
panels at the Northwest Communication 
Association Conference on Friday, April 
12.  

Theresa Wadsworth, Jillian Nash, 
Rachel Prevost, and 
Katie Weber represented 
Carroll at the event, which 
was hosted at the Coeur 
d’Alene Golf and Spa 
resort, while Alan Hansen, 
professor of communica-
tion at Carroll, served as 
the 2019 NWCA Execu-
tive Council president.  

“At this year's con-
ference I completed my 
one-year term as president 
of the NWCA, in which 
I oversaw the confer-
ence journal, conference 
presentations and rene-
gotiating a contract with 
the resort for the next two 
years,” said Hansen.  

Hansen said he has been 
taking Carroll students to the confer-
ence most years since 2008. For all four 
students, this was their first time attending 
the conference.  

"Attending NWCA was a great experi-
ence and educational opportunity,” said 
Wadsworth, a junior communications and 
public relations major from Helena. “Not 
only was this a great experience for com-
munication and public speaking, but also 
networking. I met some interesting people 
from all over the Northwest and learned 
about research they presented.”  

On Friday all four researchers present-

ed. Prevost, a junior in communications, 
political science, and public relations 
from Lambert, Montana, presented 
research on media portrayals of cyberbul-
lying and bullying in film and explored 
the possible interpretations that audiences 
might have of the portrayals. Wadsworth 
presented research on media coverage 
of high-profile sex crime accusations. 
Nash, a senior public relations major from 
Kalispell, presented research focusing on 

gender inequality using 
an analysis of hegemonic 
masculinity. Weber, a 
senior in communications 
and sociology from Cor-
vallis, Montana, present-
ed a semiological case 
study on Chou tzou-yu. 

Charlotte Jones, a 
professor in the commu-
nications department, 
accompanied the group 
and served as the chair 
of the panel of which the 
Carroll researchers pre-
sented. Jones introduced 
the researchers and their 
topic.  

“The Communication 
Studies faculty are very 
proud of our students,” 

said Jones. “They did a great job pre-
senting findings from their research 
studies and answering audience members' 
questions. The NWCA conference is a 
wonderful opportunity for our student 
to showcase their analytical as well as 
presentation skills.”  

Hansen served as the respondent of 
the Carroll research panel where he tied 
the four presentations together with their 
common thread: media and the stories we 
share. 

“This year's conference, organized 
around the theme, 'the stories we share,' 

was excellent — a terrific intellectual, 
professional and social experience,” said 
Hansen.  

Next year’s conference has a new 
theme: 20/20 vision.  

This theme is going to focus on seeing 
each other more clearly as scholars, prac-
titioners and citizens, said Hansen. 

“It was a cool experience because we 
were able to present research papers that 
we felt passionate about,” said Nash. “Our 
success comes from the communication 
department, the professors, and most 
importantly, our research paper partners. 
I wish I wasn't graduating this spring 
because I would love to go and present 
again!”  

The Talking Saints finished their season 
with one national award and a near miss, 
in tournaments held at the University of 
Alabama and Clemson University. At the 
Alabama nationals, coach Brent Northup 
received a lifetime award for service to 
the forensics community. 

The Carroll novice debate team ad-
vanced to the championship rounds of the 
United States Universities national British 
Parliamentary novice debate champi-
onships held in South Carolina, April 
13-15. First-year students David Lange 
of Ferndale, Washington, and Eleanor 
Ferrone of Hastings, Nebraska advanced 
to quarterfinals. 

“There's something special about 
interacting with the very best debaters 
from around the country,” said Lange. 
“When you debate against schools like 
USC, Duke, Bates, or University of Mi-
ami, you truly feel like you're a part of a 
nationwide community bound by a shared 
belief in the importance of discussing the 
most challenging and controversial issues 
facing our society.” 

Competing at Clemson University, 
Carroll’s varsity team of senior Frank 
Stumbo of Shelley, Idaho, and sophomore 
Josh Mansfield of Pocatello, tied for the 
final spot in the open division to enter 
the championship rounds, losing by three 
speaker points. A narrow final round loss 
to Cornell, advanced Cornell to the cham-
pionships ahead of Carroll. 

Stumbo and Mansfield were high 
school rivals during their Idaho years, but 
then linked up to debate together at Car-
roll. Both were sad to see their partnership 
end, as Stumbo heads for law school. 

“It was fantastic to get to speak against 
Ivy Leagues even if Cornell and the 
Harvard finalists knocked us out,” said 
Stumbo. “But the best part was getting to 
search out the best southern barbecue with 
Josh. We had always been good friends 
even when we were rivals in high school 
and getting to actually debate as a team 
was incredible.” 

Also competing for Carroll at nationals 
were juniors Kelsie Watkins of Snohom-
ish, Washington, and Peri Dropping of 
Redmond, Washington, as well as senior 
Haley Meredith of Jerome, Idaho and 
sophomore Teigen Tremper of Whitefish, 
Montana. 

In Alabama, junior Michael Fuller of 
Helena qualified in six events to the Na-
tional Individual Events Tournament. He 
received encouraging feedback, but did 
not advance to quarter-finals. 

“Well, it was hot and muggy and it is 
apparent that the University of Alabama 
does not believe in air-conditioning,” said 
Fuller. “Despite that it was very enjoyable 
to watch finals rounds as you get to see 
some of these amazing performers show 
their talents in exquisite ways. Even some 
of the preliminary rounds had phenom-
enal pieces that really got you to think 
about some of the social problems around 
us.” 

Coach Brent Northup, who has led the 
Talking Saints for 30 years, was honored 
with a lifetime award for service to the 
NIET forensics community. Northup, 
president of the Northwest Forensics 
Conference for 22 years and a member 
of the national committee of the NIET on 
and off for 25 years, currently represents 
the Western states on the NIET executive 
council. 

Northup is the 41st person honored with 
this award since the NIET was founded in 
1972. 

“I was very touched by this recogni-
tion,” said Northup. “I’m old enough to 
know a lot of the coaches honored before 
me, and they are the ones I’ve admired 
ever since I started coaching almost 50 
years ago at a Texas high school. Coaches 
aren’t supposed to get trophies, but this 
one brought tears to my eyes. It helped 
me forget the little pink present a Crim-
son Tide cop gave me for rolling through 
a campus stop sign.” 

The awards presentation included 
reading words from coaches from Virgin-
ia, Florida and Oregon. Former Carroll 
Talking Saints also sent letters to the 
awards committee. 

“Some heroes don’t wear capes, they 
wear tweed jackets and live quiet lives in 
Montana,” said Lee Mayfield, head coach 
at James Madison University and presi-
dent of the NIET. 

“Brent continues to build an enduring 
legacy,” wrote former Talking Saint Aaron 
Donaldson, now head coach at Humboldt 
State University. “He keeps a coaching 
tree of former students who have gone on 
to lead forensics programs. Last I checked 
there were over a dozen branches on that 
tree.” 

Northup was praised for serving as 
president of the Northwest Forensics 

conference for two decades. 
“In all his forensics decision-making 

contexts, he sees his role as that of a 
peacemaker, promoting compromise, col-
legiality and goodwill," wrote Joe Gantt, 
head coach at Lewis & Clark College. 
"He will often say that is his job as a 
Quaker.” 

Three of Carroll's dedicated faculty 
members are leaving the school for new 
adventures following the close of the 
2019 spring semester.  

The departing faculty members are Bill 
Parsons, associate professor of politi-
cal science; Christopher Fuller, dean of 
mission integration and effectiveness; and 
Jonathan Matthews, professor of educa-
tion.

Parsons has accepted a job at Duke 
Kunshan University in Jiangsu Province, 
China. The university is located outside of 
Shanghai. 

He will be teaching political philosophy 
and creating new interdisciplinary classes 
looking at global challenges and science 
technology.  

Parsons earned his bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Maine. He then at-
tended the University of Toronto where he 
earned his master’s degree and his doctor-
ate. Parsons taught courses in ancient and 
modern political thought at Carroll. He 
also served as the director of the Consti-
tutional Studies Center, Carroll’s pre-law 
adviser, and the director of the Honors 
Scholars Program.  

He admitted that this change is a big 
one, but he is excited for the challenges 
ahead. While contemplating what lies 
ahead, Parsons couldn’t help but reflect 
back.  

“I’ll miss my colleagues in the depart-
ment and the students,” said Parsons. 
“Carroll taught me how to be a better 
teacher. With all that practice, I like to 
think I have learned something.”  

The products of that practice, the 

students he challenged, are sad to see him 
go.  

“Dr. Parsons has a passion for wisdom 
and truth that is contagious, and has en-
couraged me to become a better student,” 
said Cello Cavalli, a senior in secondary 
history education from Napa, California. 
“While his classes can be challenging, 
he is always willing to work with his 
students to succeed in the classroom and 
grow in their knowledge of all things 
politics.”  

Fuller will be leaving for a promising 
job at St. Joseph's in Portland, Maine 
where he will be able to do what he did at 
Carroll, but full time.  

“I’ve spent years helping Carroll under-
stand and live out its Catholic mission,” 
said Fuller. “Facilitating conversations 
with faculty and staff. I’m sad to go; I 
love Carroll. It’s good to have change 
though, so I’m excited for what lies 
ahead.”  

Fuller will be moving with his wife in 
July to a beautiful state that mimics Mon-
tana’s scenery with a touch of the coast.  

“I’ll miss my coworkers, students, com-
munity, and sons popping in to say hello 
at random times,” said Fuller. “I’m literal-
ly leaving half my DNA behind. It’s hard, 
but I’m excited about the opportunity.” 

Fuller earned his doctorate at Graduate 
Theological Union in Berkeley, Califor-
nia, where he concentrated on blending 
biblical studies with film studies. His 
bachelor’s degree is in mass media com-
munications from UCLA and his master’s 
degree is in biblical studies from the 
Graduation Theological Union.  

He hopes that he is leaving behind a 
stronger sense of Catholic community and 
a foundation that can be built upon.  

According to his students, coworkers, 

and staff, there’s no doubt he is doing just 
that. 

“I think he has been a fantastic boss,” 
said Sophia Rodrigues, a senior in 
elementary education from Graham, 
Washington. “He always put our school-
ing before the work we did for him. 
Meaning that classes and homework 
took precedence over what he wanted us, 
student workers, to do for the Hunthausen 
Center. I knew if I asked him for help 
with anything work or non-work related, 
he would go above and beyond to help 
me. I can say with great confidence that 
he has impacted my life for the better by 
showing me how to live a more informed, 
Christian life. He is an amazing man and 
he will always be number one on my 
reference list.” 

Last, but not least, Matthews will be 
retiring from his position on May 16.  

“This may surprise you, but it also sur-
prises me,” said Matthews in an email to 
education students about the unexpected 
announcement. 

He obtained his doctorate from Stan-
ford University. On campus, he was the 
director of student teaching and educator 
licensure, a member of the Faculty Coun-
cil, and a member of the Carroll College 
Green Team and the Teaching Circle. 
Off campus, he served on the Education 
Committee of the Holter Museum of Art 
and on the Executive Committee of the 
Montana Chapter of the Sierra Club. 

“I felt that retirement wasn’t too far off 
for me,” said Matthews. “My wife Steph-
anie and I have always lived frugally and 
maximized our retirement contributions. 
It’s not that I don’t love the students and 
I’m dying to get away. No, no, no. It’s just 
that this was the perfect convergence of 
events.” 

Matthews looks forward to moving 
closer to his wife’s parents in Los Angeles 
where the weather never dips below 45; 
ideal weather for his racewalking. He is 
also eager to begin working on his book 
ideas with the newly available time.  

Although excited about what the future 
holds, Matthews looks back fondly on the 
past.  

“The things I have loved most about my 
more than two decades at Carroll College 
are the positive relationships I have had 
with students,” said Matthews. “The most 
rewarding part of my career has been 
watching students shine during student 
teaching.” 

Many of the education students will 
miss seeing Matthews around, including 
Matthew Wiltsey, a senior in history sec-
ondary education.  

“I was very disheartened to hear about 
Matthews retirement,” said Wiltsey. “I 
learned a lot about how to teach in my 
content area from him.” 

As the semester concludes and Carroll’s 
motto is spoken at graduation yet again, 
it’s hoped that not only the students take 
away the valuable message, but also the 
departing faculty on their new adventures. 

It's not a surprise that students are sad 
to hear of the departure of these profes-
sors, but we wish them well.

"As students, we will forever be grate-
ful to the important lessons that these fac-
ulty have taught us in the classroom and 
about life," said Rachel Prevost, a junior 
in political science, communications, and 
public relations. "It's really hard to see 
them leave our campus and they will be 
greatly missed, but I know that they are 
pursuing awesome opportunities and I am 
excited for them."

5

CampusCAMPUS
Thursday, May 2, 20194   Thursday, May 2, 2019

Three longtime faculty say goodbye to CarrollTalking Saints compete at Nats; Northup honored with award
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Our success comes from 
the communication 

department, the 
professors, and 

most importantly, 
our research paper 

partners. 
- Jillian Nash

Brent Northup receives an award for service to the NIET forensics community.           Photo courtesy of Brent Northup

Abigail Dolan

Staff Writer

Eleanor Ferrone and David Lange pose after competing.    
Photo courtesy of Brent Northup

Student Undergraduate Research Festival boasts high presentation numbers

Carroll undergrduate students partici-
pated in SURF on Thursday, April 25 in 
the Campus Center.

Creating the Student Undergraduate      
Research Festival (SURF) eight years 
ago, Carroll College wished to recognize 
students and their hard work researching 
topics to further their education. 

This year’s SURF included 143 presen-
tations and posters presented by students. 
These presentations represent the cul-
mination of months, and in some cases, 
years of dedicated work and research, 
according to SURF’s webpage.  

“There are so many options of presen-
tations to go to,” said Kira Doyle, a junior 
in accounting from Corvallis, Montana. 
“It’s hard choosing what sections to go 
to, but you always learn something, no 
matter where you end up going.” 

Wednesday, April 24 kicked off this 
year’s SURF with Keith Edgerton, profes-
sor of history at Montana State University 
(MSU) Billings, giving a lecture titled, 
“Copper, the Capital, and Carroll.”  

The lecture attracted not only students 
participating in SURF, but also several 
members from the Helena community.  

Edgerton walked the crowd through the 
history of the Richest Hill on Earth, Butte, 
to the groundbreaking of Carroll College, 
formerly known as Mount Saint Charles 
School for Boys, in 1909. He even in-
cluded a picture of President Cech on his 
wedding day. 

“Bet you thought SURF wouldn’t have 

included Richard Simmons,” joked Edg-
erton at the end of his presentation. 

The following day at 9 a.m. sharp, 
students crowded into the Upper Campus 
Center to start presenting their research.  

“It took a lot of drafts to get the poster 
together,” said Kaitlin Stromberg, a senior 
in biology and public health from Ham-
ilton, Montana. “I’m really happy of the 
end result though.” 

Stromberg presented her research of 
microsatellite analysis of Culex tarsalis 
populations in Montana. She spent a year 
collecting and researching mosquitoes and 
extracting DNA in preparation for SURF.  

For most of these students, SURF is the 
ribbon over the finish line. Relief can be 
seen in students’ eyes as they present their 
findings.  

This was the case for Bret Charlton, 
senior in secondary English education and 
Spanish from Helena. 

“I was very proud of my final presenta-
tion,” said Charlton. “I had practiced a lot 
and it was nice to be able to share what I 
have been working on since declaring my 
majors freshman year.” 

Fellow classmate Mariah Swenson, se-
nior in English and Spanish from Helena, 
was fast to agree with Charlton. 

“I really enjoyed presenting at SURF,” 
said Swenson. “It was rewarding to share 
all the research I’ve been doing with my 
thesis.”  

One key factor of SURF is that the 
event isn’t just about the sciences. Par-
ticipants of SURF come from different 
majors and minors, each with a curious 
mindset.  

“SURF is a neat place to show what 
you have been working on for a while to 

your peers,” said Taryn Stewart, senior in 
biology from Spokane, Washington.  
 “It’s kind of a cool balance of students 
presenting research that was completely 
contained within lab time to those who 
choose to do something outside of school, 

but in conjunction with professors.” 
SURF provides students the opportunity 

to network for their future, showcase their 
reseacrch, and learn from their peers.      

From left to right: Dr. Alan Hansen, Theresa Wadsworth, Jillian Nash, Rachel Prevost, Katie Weber, and Dr. Charlotte Jones
Photo courtesy of Charlotte Jones

Four communication students present research in Coeur d'Alene

The four researchers pose in a giant adirondack chair.     
Photo courtesy of Jillian Nash

Students watch a presenter explain their poster.  
Photo courtesy of Carter Wald

Kyle Jones gives an oral SURF presentation.
Photo courtesy of Carter Wald

Rachel Bechtel explains her poster to SURF attendee.           Photo courtesy of Carter Wald

Congrats on 
a successful forensics 
season, Coach Brent 
Northup and Talking 

Saints!



Walking down the one-way street on 
North Last Chance Gulch in Helena on 
Saturday, April 13, one could see the 
dense crowd that gathered for the first 
Engineers Without Borders (EWB) fund-
raising event called Drafting Hope, held 
at Ten Mile Creek Brewery. 

The event’s purpose was to raise money 
for the club’s travel expenses to Guatema-
la, Mexico, St. Lucia, and Uganda. Teams 
travel in January to several different 
projects that aid local communities.  

Without the money from the fundraiser, 
the cost to send students to the communi-
ties would skyrocket. The money raised 
helps students focus on the work that 
needs to be done rather than worrying 
about how to afford the trip. 

The weather was chilly, but supporters 
didn’t seem to mind as they sipped beer 
on the outside patio due to the overflow-
ing crowd inside.  

Drifting away from the club’s previous 
fundraising model, Shamrock Soireé, 
EWB tried out a new venue and design, 
appropriately coining it Drafting Hope.  

“Our goal was to build our EWB brand, 
reach out into the Helena community, and 
raise more profit than years prior,” said 
President Brett Rotz, junior in internation-
al relations from Rathdrum, Idaho. “While 
we are still finalizing our finances, we 

believe that we were extremely successful 
on the first two goals. We’re very thankful 
to Ten Mile Creek Brewery, Saigon Alley, 
Pennies on the Go, Helena Parks and Rec, 
Morrison-Maierle, and all of our other 
sponsors who helped make Drafting Hope 
and extremely fun evening!” 

Rotz also acknowledged that more than 
400 people flowed through the brewery 
during the three hours of the event. 

Treasurer Therese McNicoll, junior in 
business and accounting, included that 
the club made an estimated $14,000 profit 
from the event.  

“It lined up [with] what we have made 
in past fundraisers,” said McNicoll. “But 
this year’s event was a lot less stressful to 
plan and get the word out. I’m excited to 
see where next year leads.” 

With eight beers on tap, two food 
trucks, and good company, it was an easy 
event to sell to the community. The crowd 
stood shoulder to shoulder while live 
music played in the background and those 
who have traveled shared their experienc-
es. 

Everyone in EWB seemed thrilled to 
see the future of the club’s fundraising 
path, according to Rotz.  

“The event was so much fun,” said 
Kennedy Bahm, junior in political science 
from Missoula. “I was blown away by the 
generosity of the Carroll community. It 
was a gift to get to share our experiences 
with everyone who came.” 

Members who have been fortunate 

enough to travel wore shirts and pants 
bought from the local communities 
served. Decked out in name tags and 
smiles, it was clear the night was running 
smoothly for the club. 

Strolling through the crowd, one 
couldn’t help but bump into students, fac-
ulty, and Helena community members.  

“I was excited to see the mayor, Dr. 
Cech, and tons of professionals from 
around the community,” said Jamie 

Severson, senior in health science from 
Belgrade, Montana.  

Ending the night exhausted and in 
smiles, members seemed confident in the 
new fundraising model.  

Next year’s event hasn’t been con-
firmed yet, however, students should be 
on the lookout for ways to support EWB. 
With events like Drafting Hope and the 
good company the club provides, it is a 
hard offer to resist. 

 April 6 marked the Student-Athlete 
Advisory Committee’s (SAAC) second 
annual Halo Awards that recognizes 
Carroll student-athletes for their dedica-
tion to their academics and their athletic 
achievements. 

Thirty-three awards were given 
throughout the evening. While all awards 
mark amazing achievements, the St. Se-
bastian Award and the Servant Leadership 
Award stand among the most prestigious. 

St. Sebastian is the patron saint of 
athletes and the St. Sebastian Award goes 
to the male and female student-athlete that 
goes above and beyond in the classroom, 
athletic field/court and in the community. 
These student-athletes are selected by the 
head coaches from all 14 sports. They 
embody the qualities that truly represent 
what it means to be a Carroll Saint. 

Jenna Starke, a junior volleyball player 
with a double major in health sciences and 
anthrozoology from Helena, and Jona-
than Taylor, a senior men’s soccer player 
majoring in business sports management 
from Missoula, were awarded the St. 
Sebastian Award for their achievements 
academically, athletically, and their com-
munity involvement.  

Starke is the secretary of SAAC and 
an active member of College Christian 
Fellowship. She is also a “big” for the Big 
Brothers Big Sisters program in Helena. 
These are only a few of Starke’s achieve-
ments in the community. Since her fresh-
man year, Starke has accumulated more 

than 220 hours of community service.  
Taylor spent his last two spring breaks 

in Pocatello, Idaho and Salt Lake City 
where he went on mission trips. He has 
also been an active member of College 
Christian Fellowship for the past two 
years. Additionally, Taylor takes on a 
leadership role within men’s soccer by 
getting his team involved in different ser-
vice opportunities in the community. 

The Servant Leadership Award goes to 
a member of the community that shows 
continued and strong support for Carroll 
student-athletes. 

Former head football coach, Mike Van 
Diest was awarded the Servant Leadership 
Award for his achievements and dedica-
tion to Carroll athletics for 20 years. Van 
Diest recently retired from being the head 
football coach after achieving over 200 
wins with the Saints and winning six na-
tional championships. He impacted many 
members in the community and that was 
seen in the video created by the SAAC 
President, Tianna Sell. 

Since the Carroll College student-ath-
letes dedicate a significant amount of time 
to both academics and athletics, a night 
devoted to those achievements is the least 
the SAAC could do to celebrate them.  
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Engineers Without Borders hosts fundraising event

Anthrozoology celebrates canine graduation on April 23

Canine Tucker sits with his foster, Morgan Harrington, and new family.                Photo courtesy of Morgan Harrington 

Starting on April 5, Carroll College 
Theatre presented “The Lion, the Witch, 
and the Wardrobe,” which is based on the 
series by C.S Lewis.

The show brought a little magic to 
campus and explored the journey of the 
Pevensie family to reclaim the land of 
Narnia. Perhaps a much-needed flight of 
fantasy as finals season approaches, the 
play paid homage to the classic children’s 
novel with a fun, fantastic performance.  

 The play featured 18 student actors, 
two child actors, three teenagers, and 
one faculty member. The cast combined 
a whimsical, dramatic flourish, creative 
costume solutions, and a clear passion 
for the craft into a bout of spellbinding 
entertainment.  

“There are no small parts, only 
small actors,” said Layna Newhouse, a 
sixth-grader grader from C.R. Anderson 
Middle School who played Lucy Peven-
sie. “I have lived by this motto since I 
started theatre because this is my very 
first ‘big’ role.” 

Actors danced on stage dressed as vari-
ous animals from the book. Peter Hansen, 
a senior computer science major from 
Spokane, voiced their noble leader, Aslan.  

“I would like to thank the director for 
sharing her vision and pushing us to cre-

ate something wonderful together,” said 
Hansen. “Whatever happens, never forget 
to wipe your sword,” he added, playfully 
quoting his character.      

Although the FLEX Theater closed the 
curtains on “The Lion, the Witch, and the 

Wardrobe” on April 15, Carroll Theatre 
has already announced their next season, 
titled “Women in Science.” The first show 
of the new season, “They Promised Her 
the Moon,” will arrive on stage Sept. 27.  

Vivienne Youn

Staff Writer

Carroll theatre crew closes out the year with a classic

A scene from "The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe."                                                  Photo courtesy of Carter Wald 

Annual Halo Awards 
honor student-athletes

Daniel Olszewski acts out the part of  Mr. Tumnus                           
                              Photo courtesy of Carter Wald 

2019 Halo Awards

1: President Cech, Rev. Marc Lenneman, Mike Van Diest, and Charlie Gross 2: Jenna Starke, President Cech, and Jonathan Taylor. 3: Hannah Dean and Match Burnham pose after winning awards.       Photos courtesy of Grant Hanson  

DID YOU KNOW
There is a wholemeal listing for diamonds; it is similar 

to a coin book, NADA or Kelly Blue Book. The Rapaport 
Diamond Report was started in 1976 and is widely used 

around the world to list wholesale diamond prices. 
It is a valuable guide for the diamond trade. A new 

report comes out several times a month. We use this 
report at Diamond Dream Wholesale and you will find 

discounts of up to 50% off the listed prices in this 
report, let us teach you why. We will help you read and 

understand this Rapaport Diamond Index.

WE WILL BEAT ANY PRICE, JENSEN’S MACY’S, COSTCO, BLUE NILE

CALL FOR YOUR 
APPOINTMENT

449-GOLD(4653)
diamonddreamusa.com

D i a m o n d 
D r e a m
W h o l e s a l e
HELENA’S DIAMOND EXPERTS

Female St. Sebastian Award Winner: 
 Jenna Starke, volleyball  
Male St. Sebastian Award Winner: 
 Jonathan Taylor, men's soccer 
Male Most Outstanding Scholar Athlete: 
 Matt Wyman, men's basketball 
Female Most Outstanding Scholar Athlete:  
 Hannah Dean, women’s basketball 
Carroll Athletics Servant Leadership Award:  
 Mike Van Diest 
Female Player of the Year: 
 Hannah Dean, women's basketball 
Male Player of the Year: 
 Match Burnham, men's basketball 
Male Newcomer of the Year: 
 Shamrock Campbell, men's basketball
Female Newcomer of the Year: 
 Kelsey Bassett, women's track and field 
Saints Spirit Award: 
 Catie Nygren, cheer 
Female Comeback Player of the Year: 
 Casey Berry, women's volleyball 
Male Comeback Player of the Year: 
 Beaugh Meyer, football  
Best Individual Performance: 
 Josh Malone, track and field 

Team Award for Most Community Involvement:  
 Women's basketball 
Team Award for Most Impressive Season: 
 Men's basketball 
Most Supportive Professor Award: 
 Dr. Kyle Strode and Dr. Annette Ryerson 
Saints Cup: 
 Women's basketball 
Play of the Year: 
 Nick Lowrimore, men's soccer, scoring the 
 golden goal in the CCC tournament 
Team Award for Highest GPA: 
 Volleyball
Highest individual GPA on each team: 
 John Cooney, men's cross country 
 Elly Machado, women's cross country
 Drew Melton, Football
 Benjamin Gardner,  men's golf
 Madison Robischon,  women's golf
 Terry Cox, men's soccer
 Rachel Quade, women's soccer
 Jenna Starke, volleyball 
 Matt Wyman, men's basketball
 Brittney Johnson, women's basketball
 John Cooney, men's track
 Keely Ehmann, women's track
 Anna ApRoberts, softball 

Kelsie Verlin (left) with foster dog, Tucker and Alexis Egan (right) with foster dog, Zoey.  Photo courtesy of Kelsie Verlin

Canine Chevy graduating with his fosters, Rachel Levine (left) and Katy Walz (right).              Photo courtesy of Katy Walz

"These dogs have grown in strides this year. 
As a TA, I was able to see first hand 

where the dogs started and how far they came." 
-Hannah Decker, a senior in anthrozoology from Boise, Idaho
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Tori Johnston has been skiing 
slopes, hiking trails, and 
helping people ever since 
she was a small-town girl 
growing up in Darby, Mon-
tana—population 779.

 “My graduating class only had 20 
kids,” said Johnston. 

Life was no less busy during her four 
years at Carroll in Helena. Johnston is 
majoring in pyschology and minoring in 
philosophy.

“Tori is an adventurous friend who al-
ways has a story to tell you,” said Abigail 
Dolan, senior in secondary English, from 
Butte, Montana. “Although she has trav-
eled the world quite a bit already, I know 
she’ll go further.” 

Johnston was born in New Mexico but 
moved to the small town of Darby, Mon-
tana when she was only two. She attended 
Darby High School and loved sports as 
well as clubs and academics. 

Since Johnston is from a small town, 
she was presented with many opportuni-
ties to be an active member in her school 
and community. In high school Johnston 
played basketball and volleyball. She ran 
track and field and participated in other 
activities like theatre, student council, 
band, and was a National Honor Society 
member. She loved to be involved and 
was prepared to partake in almost any 
kind of activity.  

“She always has a smoothie ready to 
go, great hiking snacks, sunscreen, direc-
tions, or whatever you might need that 
day,” said Katie Weber, senior in commu-
nications and sociology, from Corvallis, 
Montana. “This preparation is why she 
succeeds and will continue to succeed in 
life as well.” 

When Johnston was looking for 
schools, she was not quite sure where she 
wanted to go for college or what major 
she would pursue.                                         

“I found Carroll and thought it was the 
best school for me to attend,” said John-
ston. “Carroll offered me a lot of scholar-
ships and a great education, and it wasn’t 

very far away from home either.”  
Johnston started her first semester at 

Carroll in the fall of 2015 and decided to 
study health science. However, she did 
not feel it was the right fit for her. 

“I took my first chemistry class and 
dropped it like a hot potato within the first 
week of school,” said Johnston. 

Shortly after, she switched her major 
to psychology and also added a minor 
in philosophy. Working with people has 
always been one of her biggest passions. 

“Ultimately I want to get my masters in 
social work and do humanitarian work,” 
said Johnston. 

Johnston is well known for her friend-
liness and kind-hearted personality.  
Students and teachers alike recognize that 
she is a special young woman. 

“Tori is an amazing person and some-
one that I consider lucky to have as a 
friend,” said Delaney Burrows, senior 
in biology, from Cle Elum, Washington. 
“She has one of the biggest hearts of 
anyone I know.”  

Currently, she is a mental health 
technician at Shodair Children’s Hospital 

where she leads a therapy group/program 
for children ages 14-18. This is part of a 
two-year internship she started when she 
was a junior. 

“Working with children can be difficult 
at times, but it is extremely rewarding,” 
said Johnston. 

 She also worked for the Global 
Learning Program for four years as a 
global ambassador for Carroll College 
helping with the exchange program and 
wherever else she was needed. 

“Working with Tori for the last four 
years has been a joy and I am going to 
miss her,” said Shannon Ackeret, Assis-
tant Director of Global Education. 

After graduation, Johnston plans to 
save a little money and take a gap year.  
She plans to travel to New Zealand where 
she will be participating in a yoga teacher 
program. 

“I think stepping out of my comfort 
zone is really going to help me grow as a 
person,” said Johnston. “I am so excited 
for this new and amazing chapter in my 
life.” 

Turning passions into a 
lifestyle, Emily Larson is 
known for her activism, 
support, and dedication, 
especially when it comes to 
women’s issues. 

Larson came to Carroll four years ago 
with the intent on studying pre-med, how-
ever, she will be graduating with a major 
in political science along with a minor in 
gender studies. She switched between her 
freshman and sophomore year after get-
ting involved with Feminists Advocating 
Equality (FAE) student club.  

“FAE made me realize that my passions 
didn’t have to just be a hobby, but that 
they could become my career,” Larson 
said. “It was scary but also the best deci-
sion of my life, and Carroll gives you the 
opportunity to do that.” 

Larson grew up in Portland, Oregon 
and in fifth grade visited Montana for the 
first time during a family road trip to Min-

nesota. They stopped at Yellowstone and 
it became her favorite place on earth.  

“[I] haven’t stopped loving Yellowstone 
. . . it is still my favorite place on earth,” 
Larson said. “I love Montana for so many 
reasons. The scenery is breathtaking, the 
people are kind, and there [are] so many 
amazing things to do and explore.” 

Larson’s love for Montana has only 
grown with her experiences of ice skating 
in the winter and year-round sunrise hikes 
on Mount Helena. Besides the outdoors, 
Larson also enjoys the community both 
at Carroll and in Helena, from cramped 
movie nights squeezed into dorm rooms 
to seeing community members at the 
women’s marches. 

Before high school, Larson had never 
participated much in politics, but her first 
experience of gender issues on campus 
proved very different from what she had 
been used to in Portland.  

“I wasn’t used to people pushing back 
against women’s issues,” said Larson. 
“Even though there are different view-
points you can have discussions and 
create dialogue. I had a choice to either 

reevaluate my beliefs or dig in.”  
FAE empowered Larson with an en-

couraging community that helped support 
her throughout her time at Carroll.  

One of the first big events FAE put on 
was the “Take Back the Night” event in 
2017. It focussed on sexual violence and 
gender-based violence issues. Students, 
faculty, and community members were 
able to come together and discuss the 
environment here at Carroll.  

“I realized through organizing the club 
and the responses I got on campus that 
we can bring about the change I believe 
in and use that as a pathway to do what I 
believe in the most,” said Larson.  

Other events Larson participated in 
include campus violence research, poster 
making parties for the women’s marches, 
and building a space for women to come 
and feel supported.  

After graduation Larson is planning on 
heading back to Oregon to hopefully use 
her skills to work with issue advocacy 
campaigns for social justice or healthcare.  

“I hope to be working for nonprofits 
helping with community organizing and 

outreach on issues that mean a lot to me 
and that can have a positive impact on 
my community,” Larson said. “In the 
meantime, maybe I’ll find a presidential 
campaign to work on!"

The biggest goals, and consequently 
pride, Larson has had while at Carroll is 
making political activism accessible to 
other students and offering a place for 
Carroll students where there are people 
supporting them.  

“I started putting myself out there, and 
whether I failed or succeeded, I was able 
to learn something from every experi-
ence,” Larson said. “It’s made me who I 
am today, and it allowed me to figure out 
who I am and what I believe in.” 

Larson encourages other students to 
take risks, explore gender studies, and 
follow where your inspirations lie.  

“There is a place for you here. It took 
me a year and a half to find it,” said 
Larson. “There are people here for you. I 
know that the people here are going to be 
in my life forever.” 

Emily Larson                           

Tori Johnston                        

Conor Coutts

Conor Coutts

Tori Johnston

Emily Larson

Ben Dulaney

Where faith and 
academics inter-
sect there is Conor 
Coutts. 

An embodiment 
of Carroll’s values, 

Coutts’ commitment in school, in faith, 
and in the Helena community is what 
pulls people toward him and qualified 
him to be the senior speaker at this year’s 
graduation ceremony.   

“It’s a humbling opportunity to be 
graduation speaker,” Coutts said. “I’m 
excited [about] it. I hope to incorporate 
virtue into it.” 

Coutts will be graduating with a major 
in political science and two minors in 
theology and philosophy. His interest in 
politics began at age seven when Coutts’ 
mother had him memorize every president 
and by the fifth grade, he had memo-
rized every governor and member of the 
Senate.  

Originally from Enumclaw, Washing-
ton, Coutts has moved around across 
Washington, southern California, and 
New York with his father who had been 

pursuing a doctorate in ancient military 
history and now teaches at Arizona State 
University.  

Coutts came to Carroll intending to be a 
nurse because of the employability but his 
interests pointed him towards a different 
major: political science. 

“I was concerned with employability 
which is not the point of liberal arts; it is 
learning how to think,” said Coutts.  

Coutts’ interest in politics is matched 
only by his faith. He has acted as an altar 
server both on and off campus, gone on 
two headlight trips to Browning, Mon-
tana, and enjoys visiting senior-status 
priests in his spare time. 

Debating on the forensics team is 
another passion of Coutts’ that he fell 
into by accident when he enrolled in the 
forensics class, which is reserved for team 
members.  

Instead of dropping it, Coutts continued 
to help the coach, Brent Northup, and 
by his sophomore year joined the team 
full time. Coutts says that he has enjoyed 
competing in forensics both for the travel 
and the challenges it posed.  

“It is good to compete for something 
that is meaningful to me,” said Coutts. 
“It’s been sometimes politically and 
theologically unilateral in a more liberal 
fashion, which has sometimes been diffi-

cult, though the core beliefs and functions 
of the team are robust. I’ve met genu-
inely good people throughout my debate 
career—Brent is especially great!” 

Coutts had his final tournament in Bell-
ingham, Washington, this past January, 
but shortly after arriving he started having 
trouble speaking and got very confused. 
Unable to compete Coutts was eventually 
taken to the emergency room at St. Joseph 
Medical Center in Bellingham.  

 After a CT and MRI, they discovered 
an abscess in his brain and Coutts was 
airlifted to Harborview Medical Center in 
Seattle for surgery. Brent Northup stayed 
with him while the rest of the team drove 
back to Helena.  

A few days after the abscess was 
removed it came back and had to be 
removed again more thoroughly. After 
almost 12 days in the hospital and two 
brain surgeries, Coutts was able to return 
back to Helena. He had another surgery in 
March on his heart to fix a hole believed 
to have caused the abscess.  

“I was grateful mostly to God and then 
to the skilled and patient personnel at Har-
borview, and all my friends and family,” 
Coutts said about his experience. “There 
definitely were periods of suffering and 
frustration but I remained relatively up-
beat and tried to focus on humility.” 

Coutts had many visitors through this 
process, both in person and virtually. 
Northup stayed with Coutts for most of 
his time in the hospital. Some of Coutts’ 
friends here at Carroll, Tori Bonar with 
help from Sammi Trudeau and Hannah 
Sylvester, set up a fundraiser to help with 
his medical costs.  

“Altogether, it is very positive, and I am 
a better person because of it,” said Coutts, 
who is happy to be back with his Carroll 
family.  

“I have a lot of friends in Montana and 
have had the opportunity to meet many 
good folks,” said Coutts. “Montana is 
a beautiful, genuine place—the state is 
essentially one extensive small town. The 
Catholic community is solid and vibrant, 
which is a plus.” 

After college Coutts plans on sticking 
around Helena for a year while he figures 
out if his true calling lies in seminary or 
in law school.  

“My experiences will stick with me but 
I try not to dwell when things end,” said 
Coutts. “I will keep in touch. I have met 
so many people and done so many things 
that have prepared me for something 
permanent–faith, politics, and community 
wise.” 

Teigen Tremper

Staff Writer 

Teigen Tremper

Staff Writer
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With a heart that is 
passionate about 
serving others, 
Ben Dulaney, a 
22-year-old senior 
biology major from 

Kirkland, Washington, has discovered an 
exciting way to serve others after gradua-
tion by joining the Peace Corps. 

Dulaney has been a highly involved 
student at Carroll College and has discov-
ered new ways to give to others during his 
time at college. 

“My main passions are to serve others 
and to bring other people into service in 
whatever capacity that looks like,” said 
Dulaney. 

His passion for service is modeled by 
his actions on and off campus. Dulaney 
serves as the president of Carroll’s Circle 
K club. Circle K is the largest collegiate 
service organization in the world. 

“[Being the] President of Circle K 
has been a great opportunity to grow in 
leadership skills and to bring new service 

projects and ideas to campus,” said Du-
laney. “I think everyone has the desire to 
serve one way or another. They just need 
to know how to do that best.” 

The idea of serving others and empow-
ering others to serve led Dulaney to seek 
other opportunities to give back to the 
community. 

“Once I learned about the service needs 
in Helena, I started working with Habi-
tat for Humanity and AIDSpirit, which 
helps fund an orphanage in Uganda,” said 
Dulaney. “They grow pineapples, corn, 
mill, and other crops to give back to the 
community and build sustainability. AID-
Spirit helps donate and give a good focus 
for who we’re serving.”  

Dulaney has fostered his passion for 
service with faith formation by attending 
COR, a men’s formation group that em-
powers men to be disciples of Christ. 

“COR has been consistent throughout 
my four years at Carroll,” said Dulaney. 
“I love it so much because it’s another 
area that teaches you how to serve. As a 
freshman, you hear older guys talk and 
you can look to them as an example for 
what strong, faithful men are doing. As 
you get older you can become a model for 

the younger generations. It gives you the 
opportunity to learn and to lead others.” 

Dulaney was able to discover a passion 
at Carroll that he did not previously have. 
All he had to do was pick up a camera. 

“Photography came about in a spur of 
the moment,” said Dulaney. “I got a cam-
era and decided to take photos. I wanted 
to see a change on Carroll’s campus with 
better photos and productions. I start-
ed photography junior year and started 
taking photos one day. I looked down at 
the camera and I was like, ‘that was better 
than I expected!’ It has taught me a lot 
about creating a business and selling an 
idea.” 

Being involved in so many things has 
given Dulaney some great stories to tell. 
He shared some of his favorite moments 
from his time at Carroll. 

“Definitely Men’s Retreat,” said Du-
laney. “Charging through the snow and 
screaming with other guys has created 
some hilariously iconic moments.” 

Dulaney also enjoyed the service trips, 
called Headlights, that are offered through 
Campus Ministry. 

“The Headlights trips were an afford-
able way to get such amazing opportuni-

ties,” said Dulaney. 
Dulaney will continue his passion for 

service and zeal for exciting adventures 
by joining the Peace Corps after gradua-
tion, something he has been dreaming of 
since high school. 

“I was recently accepted into the Peace 
Corps in Botswana and will be serving on 
an HIV/AIDS clinic for 27 months start-
ing July 26,” said Dulaney. “I was first in-
terested in service projects in high school 
and I got to meet Peace Corps volunteers. 
They were so focused and dedicated. I 
have taken college as a four-year process 
to make that a reality.” 

Dulaney gives great insight into what 
the next few years hold. His philosophy 
for pushing forward is to put trust in God. 

“I’ve thought about being a doctor, 
a nurse, and a genetic counselor,” said 
Dulaney. “I don’t know which I’ll choose 
and I’m ok with that. I know it’s in God’s 
hands and I have a strong feeling he’s 
leading me and trust that there’s a plan 
here even though it’s not very clear. A 
common theme in my faith is leaving the 
big details to him and then working the 
small details out myself.” 

 

Jamie Severson

Staff Writer



 

It was a particularly eventful and 
challenging year to serve as a student 
leader; I am especially thankful to have 
served alongside such a committed 
group of ASCC Senators and Executives. 
Throughout the year, our discussions were 
thoughtful and true to the spirit of the 
Carroll College Mission and Vision. 

Last spring, I campaigned on a platform 
of improving approachability, account-
ability, and transparency on campus by 
creating more opportunities for students 
to engage with ASCC leadership, faculty, 
and staff.  Because of the hard work and 
enthusiasm of the ASCC “Event Plan-
ning Task Force,” ASCC Senators and 
Executive Board, Carroll Student Activ-
ities (CSA), and Sodexo we were able to 
host several on-campus events like First 
Thursdays, Donut Fridays, Fireside Chats, 
and the SURF Community Party where 
students had the opportunity to interact 
with their student leadership and faculty. 
We also achieved our goals of improving 
our overall presence on campus thanks 

to the ASCC “Social Media Task Force,” 
The Prospector, and Jeff Wald. ASCC also 
supported several initiatives to serve the 
greater Helena community through ser-
vice projects, a campus-wide canned food 
drive, and a donation to the “Neighbors in 
Need” campaign.  

One of our most significant roles as 
ASCC representatives was representing 
student voices among faculty and staff 
throughout the Program Prioritization 
process. As I said in my personal remarks 
at President Cech’s Inauguration, Carroll 
College is in a “season of change.” A sea-
son that is very necessary and important 
if the college hopes to continue to provide 
students with a well-rounded experience 
for the next 110 years and beyond. As the 
Carroll begins implementing President 
Cech’s recommendations, it is important 
for students to continue to take advantage 
of the many opportunities you will have 
to ask questions and provide feedback. 

The experiences I had serving as your 
ASCC President were far and away more 
impactful and positive than I could’ve 
hoped for. I enjoyed getting to know the 
diversity of student backgrounds we have 
on campus and the ways in which Carroll 

students excel in the classroom and com-
munity. I was humbled to serve alongside 
Vice President Brett Rotz, Treasurer Hope 
Welhaven, and Director of Communica-
tions Kylee Bailey—all of whom served 
well beyond the parameters of their lead-
ership roles to promote student interests.  

Looking to next year, meet your new 
2019-2020 ASCC Executive Board: Presi-
dent Emma Nylin, Vice President Krysten 
Abboud, Treasurer Hope Welhaven, and 
Director of Communications Savannah 
Hoikkala. These leaders have pledged to 
continue providing students with regu-
lar opportunities to engage with ASCC, 
faculty, and staff through both on-campus 
events and Prospector updates. In addi-
tion, they hope to continue working to 
improve campus safety and the accessibil-
ity of student services on campus. These 
four women are excellent leaders who 
will serve the students of Carroll College 
with enthusiasm and compassion.  

On behalf of your 2018-2019 ASCC 
Executive Board and Senate, thank you 
for electing us to serve as your student 
leadership for the year. All of us enjoyed 
getting to work with student clubs, stu-
dent leaders, faculty, and staff. 

As always, please feel free to reach out 
to your ASCC Senate at any time with 
questions, comments, or concerns. We are 
here to serve you, support you, and repre-
sent you with open hearts and minds. 
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  For many, college marks some of the 
most memorable years of life, but in a 
week, college will turn from present tense 
to past for the seniors.  

As they prepare to part ways with Car-
roll, Helena, and even Montana, graduates 
will take with them a flood of memories.  

Some will be funny. Some will be pain-
ful. Some will make our parents proud.  

A common memory for seniors is the 
struggle of finding a parking spot. The 
parking situation has certainly become 
worse over the last four years and it seems 
the number of spots available for B-per-
mits has gotten exponentially smaller, but 
they still hand out the same amount of 
tickets.  

“I’ve received numerous tickets on 
campus and I’ve had a parking pass every 
year,” said Torrey Hoff, a senior in com-
puter science, from Florence, Montana.  

Gone are the days where you could 
park anywhere at the PE center or slide in 
along Euclid Avenue before sprinting up 
to Simperman Hall.  

“I will always smile when looking back 
on the times I saw discarded parking 
tickets littering the streets,” said Colbey 
Bruney, a senior in civil engineering, from 
Sheridan, Wyoming. 

Additionally, it is no secret that Car-
roll’s tuition is not cheap and the concept 
that you’re paying money to do work can 
be a difficult idea for some students to 
grasp. But getting paid to do work is what 
the rest of life is all about. So, bring on 
the 40 hour weeks and the paychecks! 

Carroll also has a major shortage of 
staplers on this campus, it is of epidem-
ic proportion. How many times has a 
document been printed only to commence 
a building-wide search for something to 
bind the pages?  

“For a professional institution, you’d 
think Carroll would have a lot more 

staplers available,” said David Nielsen, a 
senior in engineering science, from Battle 
Ground, Washington. “I mean seriously, 
who’s taking them?”  

Also, who could forget Guadalupe Hill?  
A daunting and dangerous obstacle for 
everyone on campus in winter. 

“I’m not sure if I’ve wrecked harder 
just trying to get to class traversing Guad 
in cowboy boots or when I was rocketing 
down it in a trash can,” said Wyatt Rob-
erts, a senior in civil engineering, from 
Miles City, Montana. 

However, the city of Helena and the 
state of Montana made it all worth it.   

There are not many places where the 
day can be started in long underwear 
and finished in shorts; tulips can be 
seen growing out of four inches of wet, 
heavy snow, and spring break is spent in 
negative temperatures, while fall break is 
warm enough for tank tops. The weather 
is ever changing here and so must one’s 
wardrobe. 

The trail network surrounding the 
downtown area is second to none. It 
makes taking hikes and bike rides after 
class something everyone does.  

“Both my dog and I will miss our 
weekly jaunts up Mount Helena and the 
views that [it] offered,” said Mackenna 
Landis, a senior multidisciplinary major 
in bioengineering and mathematics from 
Boise, Idaho. 

Helena is also unique in that dawn and 
dusk are consistently painted with some 
of the best sunrises and sunsets found 
under the Big Sky.  

Carroll has always served as a spectac-
ular vantage point for these observations. 
Perched on a rocky knob slightly above 
the busy streets and obstructive roof lines 
of the city, it offers great vistas of both the 
eastern and western horizons. The deep 
oranges, pale pinks, and blues so dark 
they’re almost purple are unlike those 
seen anywhere else. 

 Certainly, the crisp fall mornings and 
warm spring evenings illuminated by a 
fiery sky will be longed for. 

Even though the atmosphere, views, 
and people will be missed, the memories 
made these past four years will stay with 
everyone forever. 

Graduates are leaving Carroll, 
but keeping the memories

Carroll students participate in Service Saturday on April 13

If you’re graduating next week, like 
I am, there’s a pretty good chance that 
you’re being a huge baby about it. But 
before you get super upset and defensive 
and say something nasty about my mom, 
I just want to clarify: I don’t mean that as 
an insult.  

I don’t blame you for taking it the 
wrong way, though. Since our earlier 
years, the brutal politics of elementary 
school society taught us that anyone who 
got overly emotional and cried when it 
wasn’t necessary was, in fact, a big baby. 
Because that’s what babies do. They cry. 
But to be honest, I think throwing the 
term “baby” around as an insult is kind of 
unfair. It’s an oversimplification. And it 
gives babies, as a demographic, a bit of a 
bad rap.  

Let me explain: it’s not that babies 
are these weak-minded beings who are 

scared of everything and have no other 
option than to fall into hysterics whenever 
something goes slightly wrong. On the 
contrary, babies have full access to the 
same, broad range of the emotional spec-
trum that you and I do. The difference is, 
they just have a harder time deciding what 
emotional intensity level fits the situation 
at hand. 

And really, can you blame them? 
Almost every daily event that takes place 
in a baby’s life is one they’re experienc-
ing for the first time. So be honest for a 
second, and try to put yourself in their tiny 
little shoes. If nobody had ever put their 
fingers in their ears and stuck their tongue 
out at you before, seeing it would be an 
absolute riot. You’d be able to watch that 
a few hundred times before it even started 
to get old. If you’d never tasted an ice 
cream cone before? Your first time would 
leave you absolutely flabbergasted. The 
sensation on your tongue would almost 
be too much to handle. And if that same 
ice cream cone were to fall on the ground 
before you got a second lick? You’d 
find yourself spiraling into a dark abyss 
of hopelessness and despair that would 
feel inescapable. And all of this is totally 

understandable. To a baby, the world is 
huge, terrifying, exciting, and mysterious 
all at once. Life’s a gigantic question 
mark with limitless possibilities, and that 
limitlessness is exactly what makes it so 
overwhelming.  

The funny thing is, life isn’t really all 
that different for us graduating seniors. 
Sure, we’re bigger and older now. We 
can talk in sentences, we may know how 
to tie our own shoes, and we’re almost 
all fully potty-trained. But pretty soon, 
school’s gonna be out for the summer, and 
this time it’s out for good. So once again, 
twenty years later, we’re standing on the 
edge and looking out at a world that’s 
huge, terrifying, exciting, and mysterious 
all at once. Life’s a gigantic question 
mark with limitless possibilities, and that 
limitlessness is exactly what makes it so 
overwhelming. You might be feeling sad 
about the past, scared about the future, 
or just having a hysterical breakdown in 
response to both. If you’re anything like 
me, you’re turning into a bit of a mess. 
And that all makes total, natural sense. At 
least I hope it does.  

But just maybe, this big milestone of 
graduation is the exact right time to take 

a lesson from the younger, cuter, baby 
versions of ourselves. Sure, we were 
confused. Hell, we hardly ever had the 
slightest grasp of what was going on. But 
we woke up every morning, popped in 
our favorite binkies, and gave everything 
we had to every single day. And as it turns 
out, we all ended up just fine.  

Everything worked out, and there’s no 
reason to believe this time is going to be 
any different. Because when all’s said and 
done, everything always does.  

Believe it or not, this is it. The final 
“Gavin’s Tips to Survive Carroll.” The 
last time I get to stay up too late and rack 
my brain, coming up with some ridicu-
lous, long-winded metaphor that eventu-
ally wanders most of the way around to a 
half-baked piece of advice. But I’ve had a 
total blast doing it. 

 And if you’re one of the handful of 
people who’s been generous enough to 
read these things for the last couple of 
years, I just want to say thank you for 
your support, your kind words and every-
thing else. It all means so much more to 
me than you could know. God bless every 
one of ya. 

Over and out.  

Gavin's tips to survive Carroll: The very last time we will read Gavin's work!
Student 
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Carroll grad celebrations

Kennedy Bahm

aSCC President

A farewell to you, Saints— see you next semester!

                                 
  “The best way to predict your future is 
to create it.” – Abraham Lincoln 

It is graduation season, which means 
that graduating students are getting a 
heavy dose of advice for what is next to 
come for their future. 

 I was curious, so I asked a handful of 
Carroll College graduating seniors what 
their graduation celebrations will be.  

Many of the graduates are planning 
on celebrating with family and friends 
following the ceremony.  

“My family is making the trip from 
northern California along with some 
friends from surrounding areas,” said Ste-
phen Santora, a senior public relations 
major from Napa, California. “It's going 
to be special for me to have them all here 
to celebrate my accomplishment. After the 
graduation ceremony we plan to have a 
nice meal at a local restaurant.” 

Other students plan to get some trav-
eling under their belt, but don’t plan on 
straying too far from Montana.  

“After I graduate, I plan to stay in 
Montana for a little while and enjoy the 
outdoors by visiting the national parks,” 
said Simi Gill a senior communications 
and public relations major from Galt, Cal-
ifornia. “[Following graduation] I plan to 
accept a position soon in communications, 
fundraising or development somewhere in 
the Pacific Northwest.” 

Some of the graduates are going cele-
brate their accomplishment by hosting a 
barbecue for friends and family.  

“I'll be having a graduation party at 
my family farm and plan to invite all my 
engineering class members,” said Steven 

Clinch, senior, civil engineer major with 
environmental emphasis from Helena. 
“It'll be a barbecue and bonfire. [It] should 
be a good time (likely be a keg of beer 
involved, DD's required though). After 
graduation I'm going to actively seek an 
environmental engineering position at 
firms here in Helena. I plan to work in the 
meantime logging in Elliston, Montana.”  

“After graduation, some friends and I 
are planning a big barbeque at their house 
for our families. Later on in the summer, a 
couple of my buddies are getting married, 
so the rest of us are going to be traveling 
around to them,” said Gavin Cummings, 
senior, business marketing major with a 
communications minor, from San Diego, 
California. 

As Carroll expands their post-gradu-
ate degree programs, some of this year’s 
graduates are sticking around campus to 
take advantage of those programs. 

“After graduation, I am actually staying 
at Carroll to begin the Master's in Ac-
countancy program,” said Hannah Dean, 
a senior double major in accounting and 
business administration with a sports 
management concentration, from Gar-
diner, Montana. “I will also be joining 
the volleyball team for my final year of 
athletic eligibility after my four years of 
basketball.”  

While many know their plans, others 
are going to figure it out as they go.  

 “I will most definitely be celebrating! 
I asked my family for a trip to Vegas, but 
we'll see if they come through with that,” 
said Mikaela Olson a senior in health 
& wellness and a marketing major, from 
Lewistown, Montana. “As of right now, I 
have no idea what I am doing after gradu-
ation. I'm going to need to figure that out 
soon so I can start paying off my student 
loans!”  

We all share in the excitement of your 
big day, congratulations on your well-de-
served success, and best wishes for your 
next adventure.   
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“My name is Emma Nylin and I’m 
so excited and humbled to be your next 
ASCC President! This position is some-
thing I’m incredibly passionate about and 
I want to be as transparent as possible 
through this process, and next year. Other 
goals of mine include making strides with 
Sexual Assault Prevention Committee, 
and being a support to the students as pro-
gram prioritization goes into effect. I hope 
to be a genuine representative of all of 
you, and someone you feel you can reach 
out to in times of need.” 

Get to know your new 2019-2020 ASCC officers

“My goal as an officer is to make Car-
roll a place where everyone feels welcome 
and heard. I am dedicated and willing to 
put in the time and effort needed to work 
towards making any necessary changes. I 
am excited and humbled to serve Carroll 
next year. ”  

“This upcoming year, I plan to con-
tinue to support clubs financially and in 
all their events on Carroll's campus. As 
ASCC treasurer and a member of ASCC 
as a whole, I am looking forward to being 
a voice for students when needed. In ad-
dition, I am working with various faculty 
and staff members on increasing aware-
ness and accessibility to resources for 
those who are victims of sexual assault.” 

“My plans for this upcoming year are to 
ensure that the students of Carroll College 
have an active voice on campus and are 
actively participating during campus 
events.  

I hope the student body of Carroll Col-
lege knows that I am willing to meet and 
discuss new ideas or concerns about their 
campus and have them know that I will 
be working diligently to meet the needs of 
the students on Carroll Campus.”

Emma Nylin, President Hope Welhaven, Treasurer Savannah Hoikkala,          
Director of Communications                       

Krysten Abboud, Vice President

Students! You can still register for summer classes! Check 

out Carroll's website for more information. The last day 

to add a class is monday, may 20 (first day of class).
Students pick up trash at Service Saturday.                                                                                          Photos courtesy of Dr. Chris Fuller

I enjoy serving people, especially people who are unable to 
do the work that Service Saturday allows students to pro-

vide. I will totally participate in another service opportunity 
in the future because I not only find joy in assisting organiza-
tions that aim to help people, but also because the people I 
serve with have the same compassion and work ethic as I do 

for this opportunity.
 -

 Aislin Gamon, freshman in nursing from Spokane, Washington



The 37th annual Carroll Saints Athletic 
Association (SAA) Auction took place 
on Friday, April 5 where current and past 
Carroll College students, as well as facul-
ty members, participated in an auction and 
several games.  

The PE Center was filled with current 
Carroll students and alumni who came to 
celebrate the success of the Carroll Col-
lege student-athletes. The event included 
special guests such as Mayor Wilmont 
Collins, the Rev. Marc Lenneman, and 
President John Cech. 

“The Annual SAA Auction is the single 
largest fundraising event we have to 
benefit student-athlete scholarships,” said 
Charlie Gross, Carroll athletic director. 
“The support the Helena community 
provides [at] the auction is unbelievable. 
There are over 150 organizations and 
businesses which contribute to this event. 
In addition, it is a wonderful social event 
which brings Carroll Fighting Saints sup-
porters together for a very fun evening.” 

The evening offered donors many 
different opportunities to dive into the 
action. The evening began with a silent 
auction where donors could bid on small-
er items up in the second deck of the PE 
Center bleachers. 

Dinner was part of the event as guests 
enjoyed while engaging in conversation 
with other attendees. Other activities and 
items for the auction included Gold Rush 
tickets and hats. There was a “heads or 
tails” game that people could play, where 
the winner was awarded jewelry as a 
prize. 

The PE Center shifted its attention to 
center stage when the live auction began. 
Donors were given a chance to participate 
in the auction by having a selection of 49 
different items to bid on. 

Items in the auction included outdoor 
equipment, such as mountain bikes and 
fishing rods. Concert tickets and lodging 
also were up for grabs as auction items. 
Along with the items, bidders had the 
chance to bid on an All-American Dinner 
with the members of the Fighting Saints 
sports programs  

“I am proud of our athletes,” said Cech. 
“The Saints Athletic Association Auction 
provides the opportunity for the commu-
nity and the college to come together to 
support our student-athletes. There is a lot 
to be grateful for.”  

The Trudnowski Open took place at 
the Helena Vigilante Stadium from April 
25-26, where both the men's and women’s 
outdoor track team showed what they 
were capable of.  

The decathlon, which took place on 
Thursday, April 25, had four Carroll 
competitors, including sophomores Josh 
Malone and Jake Smith, junior Ky Burch, 
and senior Nolan Hofstee. Malone is 
now ranked sixth in the NAIA with 6,439 
points.

The Trudnowski Open continued on 
Friday, April 26 as Carroll took a firm 
hold in first place with 102 points for 
the women’s team and 105 points for the 
men’s team. Rocky Mountain finished in 
second-place with 33 points for the men’s 
team and 40 points for the women’s team. 

“Although the weather conditions may 
not have been ideal, the meet went well 
overall,” said Alex Olmes, a sophomore in 
business marketing from Benicia, Califor-
nia. “We had four individuals qualify and 
our relay teams competed well.” 

Malone, who qualified for nationals on 
Thursday, was joined by freshmen Chad 
Hemsley and Kelsey Bassett and sopho-
more Shae Helterbran on Friday. Along-
side six other members of the Saints track 
and field team, they set their sights on 
nationals in Gulf Shores, Alabama. 

In addition to having four individuals 
qualify for nationals, the Carroll Saints 
had other outstanding performances that 
included personal records being broken 
and results that met or exceeded the NAIA 
standards. 

Garrett Kocab, a sophomore, hit a 
personal record of 49.73 meters in discus, 
while Nikki Krueger, a sophomore, threw 
13.86 meters in shot-put which placed her 
in the Top 10 of the NAIA. 

The Saints compete next at the Provi-
dence Open in Great Falls on Thursday, 
May 2. 

Carroll softball clenched the fifth-place 
spot in the Cascade Collegiate Conference 
(CCC) and qualified for the conference 
tournament after winning the series in 
Great Falls against the University of 
Providence (UP).

Carroll softball will take on Corban 
University at 9 a.m. for their first game of 
the tournament on Friday, May 3. 

During the first game on Friday, April 
26, the Saints had a combined total of 11 
hits and were able to secure an 11-0 win 
within five innings. 

Junior center fielder Brooke Yarnall and 
first baseman Megan McCormick both 
were 2-for-2 at the plate. 

Junior pitcher Ali Williams kept the Ar-
gos to only five hits and had four strike-
outs during the first game. 

"I thought the first one was the best 
game we put together all year, in all three 
facets," said Aaron Jackson, women’s 
head softball coach.  

Unfortunately for the Saints, the second 
game of the day did not have the same 
outcome as the Argos defeated the Saints 
8-3. 

On Saturday, April 27, the Saints 
needed to win the first game to ensure the 
series win over UP, and they did just that 
plus more. 

For the first game of the day, the Saints 
came out victorious with a 9-6 win.  

Carroll softball had an explosive third 
inning where they were able to put six 
runs on the board. Junior second baseman 
Anna ApRoberts went 3-for-4 with three 
runs batted in, while senior catcher Tianna 
Sell went 2-for-4 with four runs batted in. 

Williams pitched another gem and 
struck out seven Argonauts. 

During the fourth game of the weekend, 
the Saints yet again came out on top with 
a 6-5 win after being down 1-4. 

After chipping away at UP’s lead, 
freshman outfielder Amber Brewer hit a 
clutch double to score three Saints which 
put them ahead 6-5. 

Junior pitcher Brooke Brown only gave 
up six hits within seven innings. Brown 
also had seven strikeouts. 

After winning 3-of-4 games against 
their Montana rivals, the Fighting Saints 
will head to Ashland, Oregon where 
they will compete for a CCC tournament 
championship.  

“Our goal is to play each game like it 
could be our last,” said Yarnall. “We want 
to go out there and give it our all, have 
fun, and make it as far as we can one 
game at a time.” 

The Carroll College football team 
hosted its spring scrimmage with their 
new head coach, Troy Purcell, Saturday, 
April 27. 

The Fighting Saints put on a show 
as players fought for a starting position 
and one final chance to impress the new 
coaching staff before heading into fall 
camp. 

“I think the kids gave out a great effort 
today, and again, hats off to the coaching 
staff for all their effort,” said Purcell. 
“They bleed purple and gold.” 

Following the game, Purcell was 
pleased with the dedication of his team in 
the short amount of time he has been here. 

“I’m just really excited with the 
coaches and their effort, the installs, and 
what we got accomplished in the last few 
months,” said Purcell.  

Offensive line coach, Alex Kastens 
commended his players on being able to 
work through this new process and con-
tinuing to work hard this spring. 

“I thought guys competed very hard,” 
said Kastens. “They adjusted to a new 
tempo, a new ideology, but still Carroll 
College football. It’s always going to be 
Carroll College football.” 

The Saints are not looking at this 
upcoming season as a rebuilding process, 
but they are looking to make a statement. 
Players believe that they have exactly 
what it takes to have a successful season. 

“I am really looking forward to next 
season,” said Seamus Tully, a junior from 
Bellows Falls, Vermont. “We have some-
thing special going on with great energy 
on both sides of the ball. We have been 
going up against our own guys all spring. 
Iron sharpens iron, but can’t wait to go 
down to Dillon on Sept. 7 and hit some-
one in a different colored jersey.” 

As spring football ends, the Carroll 
student-athletes are gearing up to fin-
ish strong in the classroom with finals 
approaching. The team is due to report 
back to campus in August to start pre-sea-
son practices in preparation of the 2019 
football season.  
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Brooke Yarnall hits a dinger.                                                                                    Photo courtesy of Dawn Sell

A Carroll quilt displayed at the auction.     
Photo courtesy of Carter Wald

Carroll football players run a play in the spring scrimmage.                            Photo courtesy of Grant Hanson

Megan McCormick

Staff Writer

Ryan Beaulieu

Staff Writer

Carroll football closes out the year with spring scrimmage

Carroll softball qualifies for conference tournament with 5th place finish 

37th SAA Auction benefits 
Carroll student-athletesGolf finishes up a great year

The Carroll men's golf team placed fifth 
and the women's golf team placed fourth 
at the final tournament of the year; the 
Frontier Conference Golf Championships.  

The tournament was played April 15-
17, in Phoenix, Arizona, at Papago Golf 
Course. 

The men's team was led by Samuel 
Berry’s fifth-place finish.

Berry tied Montana State-Northern's 
Devin Bray for fifth with a three-round 
total of 227. Berry shot a 72, even-par, in 
his final round, which was the third-low-
est round on Wednesday. Berry improved 
each day, shooting 80-75-72. Berry was 
the lone player in the field to record an 
eagle in Round 3.  

 Montana Tech's Sean Benson won the 
tournament, by shooting a three-round 
total of 212.  

Rounding out the scoring for Carroll 
was Ben Gardner (t-17th, 238) Stephen 
Santora (22nd, 244), Joseph Potkon-
jak (24th, 247) and Josh Neth (28th, 265). 
Carroll posted a combined team score of 
956.  

Rocky Mountain College won the team 
title and will advance to Nationals. The 
Battlin' Bears shot 903 as a team over the 
three-day tourney. 

The Carroll women saw their greatest 
improvement on the final day, shaving off 
21 strokes from their team score to finish 
in fourth place. The Saints shot 1100 as a 
team.   

Cailin Spencer saw the greatest im-
provement for the Saints. She dropped 11 
shots off her second-round score to post 
an 81 on Wednesday and finish in 14th to 
lead Carroll.  

Every Saints' women's golfer shot their 
best round in the final day. Caroline Hob-
son fired an 89 (276 total) to finish in a tie 
for 17th. Sydnee Nowlen fired a 91 (277 
total) to finish in a tie for 19th. Weslee 
Nehl carded an 88 (278 total) to finish in 
21st and Madison Robischon fired a 94 
(295 total) to finish in 25th.  

The Rocky Mountain women won the 
tournament by shooting a combined score 
of 968.  

Carroll Sports Information

Alex Zhai

Staff Writer

People eagerly await the start of the auction.                                                                                                 Photo courtesy of Carter Wald

Josh Malone flies through the air.                                                                           Photo courtesy of Carroll Athletics

Tracksters compete at Trudnowski Open: four qualify for nationals
Alex Zhai

Staff Writer

Carroll softball team huddles up between innings.                                                 Photo courtesy of Dawn Sell

Keven Kailey hurdles during the Trudnowski Open.                                                                   Photo courtesy of Carroll Athletics

Ali Williams pitches for the win.
Photo courtesy of Dawn Sell

Sam Berry placed fifth at the Frontier Conference Championships.                                                Photo courtesy of Carroll Athletics

Cailin Spencer competes at the championship.                 
                                                 Photo courtesy of Cailin Spencer
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Do you have any original memes or have 
an opinion but are not a writer?

Send memes, cartoons, or 
other creative works  to 
prospector@carroll.edu 
and the meme may be 

featured in the next issue!

Memes by: Gavin Cummings and Jack Rees
Memes of  Carroll 

sunday monday tuesday wednesday thursday friday

24

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

1 2 3 4

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

2519 20

26 27 28 29 30 31

21 22 23

saturdaysunday monday tuesday wednesday thursday friday saturday

MAY 2019
Final Senior Thesis Due 12:45 p.m. What the 

Church Really Teachs and 
Why

Last Day of Classes

4 p.m. Spring Fest

Final Examinations Resident Halls Close Baccalaureate & 
Commencement

10 a.m.  ROTC Commission

Resident Halls Close 
for Graduates

Final Day to Drop Session 
1 & Full Session Class with 
Refund

Final Spring Grades 
Due

Summer Sessions 1 & 
Full Session Begin

Memorial Day

8 p.m. Sunday Night    
Mass

9:30 p.m. Midnight 
Breakfast

Final Examinations Final Examinations Final Examinations

Spring 2019 Finals Schedule

Well shoot...
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“Father Marc’s Favorites” 
are the 2019 Softball 
Weekend Champions! 

Softball Weekend is 
an activity, from April 
26-27, that Carroll 

College looks forward to every year. It 
is a time to make memories with your 
classmates while enjoying the friendly 
competition of slow pitch softball. 

To kick off the festivities on April 26, 
President John Cech threw out the 
ceremonial first pitch. Following the first 
pitch was the home run derby where 10 
males and two females participated. 

Early in the morning on April 27 is 
when the softball games commenced. 

Thirty-seven teams were signed up for 
this year’s tournament. The teams were 
divided into six pools, where the team 
with the best record from each pool 
would move on to the playoffs. 

“My favorite part was seeing how 
many people at this school are into 
Softball Weekend,” said Laurel Kassa, a 
sophomore in business administration 
from Spokane, Washington. “Everyone 
gets competitive, but has a blast at the 
same time.”

Unfortunately, one player, Faith Scow,  
a junior in political science from Helena, 
playing for the forensics softball team 
— "Schmutlzer's Home for Troubled 
Youth"— broke two bones in her leg 
during a game and required surgery.

"I am very blessed to have 
received the loving support of 
those who participated in 
Softball Weekend," said 
Scow. "When I broke 
two bones during 
our last game 
I was immediately 
immersed in the selflessness 
of the Carroll Community. 
The opposing team carried me 
off the field to the safety of our 
law enforcement. I was driven to the 
Emergency Room by a volunteer to help 

me divert the cost of an ambulance 
ride, while other students went above 
and beyond in making sure my dog was 
cared for until I was discharged from the 
hospital two days later."

After a full day of games and fun, 
the final game came down to “Father 
Marc’s Favorites” and the 2018 Softball 
Weekend Champions, “Lil Bros.”  

It was a hard fought battle that 
drained the players of everything they 
had, but in the end, only one team was 
crowned the champion. 

At the end of the day, “Father Marc’s 
Favorites” came out on top with a 12-5 
win and claimed the title of  “2019 
Softball Weekend Champs.” 

 “We have kept the same team 
together since freshman year and we 
always take it pretty seriously," said Joe 
Kiefer, a junior in communications from 
Beaverton, Oregon, who was a team 
member of "Father Marc's Favorites." 
"It felt awesome to bring home 
the Softball Weekend 
Championship."

Megan McCormick

Staff Writer

Softball 
Weekend 

Teammates gather around injured softball player, Faith Scow.    
Photo courtesy of Brent Northup

Teammates celebrate after a play.                                       Photo courtesy of Ryan BeaulieuA softball weekend participant swings at a pitch.                                             Photo courtesy of Ryan Beaulieu

...and the winners are
"Father Marc's Favorites"

Back (L to R): Dane Warp, Joe Kiefer, Amelia Schuver, 
Aaron Helmly, Konar Skindlov, Ben Gardner, 

Middle (L to R): Emily Mackay, 
Laurel Kassa, Mary Van Dyke, 
Julia Sciuchetti, Julia Wilbur, 

Front (L to R): Brett Rotz, 
Stephen Santora, 
Kienan Stief, and 

Rose Ramos

(Photo courtesy of 
Brett Rotz) 


