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Carroll to graduate 266 Saints
Abra Casey

Student Writer

2016 Carroll graduation ceremony at Nelson Stadium                  Photo courtesy of Gary Marshall, BMGphotos.com

On Saturday, May 13, 266 stu-
dents receiving their diplomas 
and throwing their caps will 
mark Carroll College’s 107th 

graduating class.  
This year’s graduates are made up of 

106 native Montanans, 158 originally 
out-of-state students, and three students 
who are from other countries. More than a 
third of the class will be recognized as 82 
students will graduate with honors. Three 
of these students will be receiving the 
Gilmore award and six will graduate from 
the Honors Scholars program.  

The top majors of this year’s class are 
biology with 33 graduates, health scienc-
es with 34 graduates, and nursing with 
41 graduates. Anthrozoology, business 
administration, and psychology are all the 
next popular majors each with 16 gradu-
ates. These majors are typically the most 
popular of Carroll graduates.  

The majority of the class will finish 
their academic time at Carroll official-
ly when they walk across the stage and 
receive their diplomas. This summer 14 
other  students will finish their degrees, 
and 37 will return next fall for one final 
semester.  

“We really see it as a college-wide 
event,” said registrar, Cassie Hall. “It’s a 
Carroll celebration of the seniors and of 
the families supporting their graduates.” 

In preparation, graduating students will 
attend a rehearsal and president’s toast on 
Friday, May 12 where the class’s bricks 
will be unveiled. On Saturday the festiv-
ities begin with a Baccalaureate Mass at 
10 a.m. in the Cathedral. Commencement 
brunch will begin at 11:30 a.m. Finally, 
the ceremony will take place in the Physi-
cal Education Center at 2 p.m.  

In the past, outside speakers have been 
selected by the Board of Trustees to speak 
to the graduates, but this year, a Carroll 
faculty member has been invited to speak. 
Gary Fischer, associate professor of engi-

neering, received the Outstanding Teacher 
Award in 2015 and will offer some 
remarks at this year’s ceremony.  

Chase Farrell, ASCC president and 
business administration major from Spo-
kane, Washington, was nominated by his 
peers to speak on behalf of his class.  

“I feel very honored to be able to speak 
for my class at graduation,” Farrell said. 
“I just hope that I can give a speech that 
reflects the passion I see in my classmates 
everyday here.” 

Farrell looked back and recalled the 
number of challenges and the number of 
times he and his classmates had to over-
come the difficulties Carroll presented.  

“I came to Carroll thinking of nothing 
but how I will succeed, but I was shown 
rather fast that you may not succeed. If 
anything, I have had it ingrained in me 
that life is hard and unfair, and you will 
fail, but it is not about failing. It is about 
how you learn from your mistakes. Those 
hard lessons have taught me resilience 
and given me perspectives that I would 
not have had anywhere else. I am grateful 
to Carroll for--in essence--kicking my 
butt.” 

Patrick Harris, director of student 
activities, is excited about the choice and 
thinks Farrell will do a good job both 
representing the Carroll community and 
the class of 2017. Harris is also excited 
for the number of traditions that occur at 
the commencement ceremony. 

Carroll is unique as a small institution, 
which allows very personal relationships 
between faculty and students. When the 
students come off the stage after receiving 
their diplomas, it’s not uncommon for the 
professors who they had studied with and 
grown close with to make their way to the 
aisle for a handshake or hug.  

“[Our] staff worked hard to see that stu-
dent succeed,” Harris said. “They’re just 
as excited as the parents to see them.” 

A similar tradition occurs when the stu-
dents first make their way to the Physical 
Education Center. Faculty, staff members, 
and professors form a gauntlet, and as the 
students go through, they are able to see, 

high five, and hug some of their favorite 
and most influential professors. Harris 
says this is his favorite part of graduation.  

Because Carroll is such a small institu-
tion, it allows these staff and students to 
have personal relationships. One of the 
results of such good relationships are the 
traditions that take place at graduation. 
Some undergraduates wear decorated 
hoods according to their major. If a mem-
ber of Carroll's faculty or staff is close to 
or related to a student, they may hand the 
student their diploma. Traditions such as 
these are difficult to carry out at a larger 
institution.  

Both Hall and Harris made sure to 
mention that this is a campus-wide event. 
While commencement is namely held to 
honor the graduating seniors, it is also an 
opportunity for alumni to visit again and 
to involve the community.  

Katherine Ramirez, senior director of 
alumni and family relations, hosts events 
to remember and include graduates of the 
past celebrating 10th, 20th, 25th, 50th, 
60th and sometimes even 70th anniversa-
ries of their own graduations.  

Ramirez hosts events for all returning 
alumni and provides opportunities for 
them to meet with one another. These give 
alumni a chance to celebrate and share 
memories, sometimes after not seeing one 
another for 50 years. A graduate of 1957, 
Joan Schneller, is one of many alumni 
who is notable for her contributions to 
Carroll's development. Schneller and her 
husband, Dr. James Schneller, are two of 
the three main contributors to the current 
chapel project. The third contributor, Earl 
Heller, will return for his 60th anniversary 
next year.  

Ramirez says that these are only a few 
of the many examples of alumni who still 
have a dramatic effect on the college. 

“These alumni have done so much to 
continue to serve Carroll,” Ramirez said. 

The Carroll community is always excit-
ed to honor Carroll alumni while simulta-
neously honoring the next generation of 
graduates. Congratulations and good luck 
to the class of 2017.

After four years of learning from 
mistakes, eating STAC food, maturing, 
and falling down Guad hill, the seniors 
have it all figured out. Well, maybe not, 
but they at least have some valuable 
advice they can offer the next wave of 
underclassmen.  

Whether it is looking back fondly 
or sifting through distant memories of 
their freshman year, seniors have the 
following advice for incoming fresh-
man.  

 “Being a well-rounded person is 
extremely valuable, not only to make 
you a more competitive applicant for 
that graduate program or the job you 
really want down the road, but for your 
own self-development.  If your grades 
aren't perfect, that's perfectly ok,” said 
Jessica Bates, a senior business admin-
istration major from Nyssa, Oregon. 

“Remember that God’s plan is 
always better than yours," said ele-
mentary education major Courtenay 
Perry from Oakesdale, Washington."He 
knows the deepest desires of your 
heart, and he wants to satisfy them. 
He made you and will never abandon 
you.” 

“Don’t be afraid to be your weird 
self," said Savanna Sigl, a senior nurs-
ing major from Fair Oaks, California. 
"You’ll find your people.” 

“College goes by so much faster than 
you expect, so you should really try 
to cram as many new experiences into 
your schedule as possible. If something 
sounds fun or interesting, don’t make 
excuses, just go do it!” said anthro-
zoology major Michael Hodge from 
Spokane, Washington.  

Navigating relationships in college 
can be challenging, and the seniors had 
this to say. 

“We are much too young to be stuck 
in a relationship that doesn't make 
us happy. There are lots of people in 
the world," said senior nursing major 
Jessica Wyatt from Portland, Oregon. 
"Don't continually struggle with the 
same problems with someone. Just find 
someone else.” 

"Don't be afraid to drift apart from 
friends you make your freshman year. 
You will find your niche, but it may not 
be your freshman year, and that's OK," 
said Katie Gildner, a senior environ-
mental science and English writing 
major from Bainbridge Island, Wash-
ington. "You will have epic adventures 
with other people. Also, make sure you 
go sledding down Guad Hill." 

College is all about figuring life out 
and enjoying the journey. As the school 
year draws to a close, don’t forget the 
seniors' most important piece of advice. 

“It’s always a good time to go get pie 
at Shellie's',” said health science major 
Kaycee Brustkern from Helena.  

Tegan Bauer

Student Writer

Seniors offer 
advice to 
underclassmen
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Letter from the editor
Imagine a soft-spoken, light-haired, thin 

16-year-old girl who sits in the middle of 
classroom. She speaks only when called 
on, which is when she raises her hand just 
above her head so only the teacher can see 
her raise it.  

She has only a couple of friends who 
she speaks to throughout the day. You 
never see her outside of class, you never 
see her at your friend’s parties, and you 
never see her at school rallies. 

You probably don’t have to try too hard 

to picture this girl because someone (or 
many someones) that you know comes to 
mind. 

We all know people who are just sort 
of—there. They don’t say a lot, and they 
don’t seem to do a lot.  

When I was in high school, that girl 
was me. 

I did not join any clubs. 
I did not edit a literary magazine. 
I did not evaluate scholarship essays. 
I did not participate in conferences and 

give public readings at school.
And I certainly never wrote on our 

(non-existent) school paper. 
Sometime in the past four years, all of 

that changed. It was no longer enough for 
me to simply earn good grades.  

I wanted to be somebody. I wanted my 
instructors and my classmates to remem-
ber me and what I said in class. I wanted 
people to look at me and associate me 
with things I was doing on campus. 

That is why Carroll College was the 
perfect place for me. 

I was quickly pulled into extracurricu-
lar activities my freshman year. I went to 
a Gaming Saints board game night on a 
whim, and the people I met there claimed 
me as their own (thank you, David Yake!) 

Now, I am the president of Gaming 
Club. 

My sophomore year, the department of 
languages and literature started looking 
for a student employee. I went out on the 
limb and emailed the department chair, 
desperately pleading, “Me! Pick me! Pick 
me!” 

From there, I got to know the depart-
ment faculty well, and I joined on as an 
editor of “Colors,” Carroll’s literary mag-
azine. I grew close to associate professor 
of English, Soumitree Gupta, one of the 
most influential instructors I have ever 
had. She inspired me to attend confer-
ences and to share my work publicly. 
Since then, I have presented my work at 
readings and conferences more than ten 
times. 

The summer after my junior year, I was 
accepted into an internship program at the 
Montana governor’s office. From there, 

I was inspired to bring back the Carroll 
College Democrats club and encourage 
students to become more politically 
involved. 

Now, I am president and founder of the 
new Carroll College Democrats club. 

In the spring of my senior year, I 
decided to get involved with the school 
newspaper by taking a media course.

Now, I am the class's appointed editor 
in chief for the last issue that will be pub-
lished while I’m in school.

Would it have been possible to partici-
pate in these activities if I had gone to the 
University of Kentucky in my home state? 
Or would I have simply stayed that quiet 
girl in class forever? 

I lean towards the latter.  
No one falls between the cracks at 

Carroll if you have the desire to become 
more involved. Carroll is small enough to 
ensure that you are noticed for your talent, 
and programs are also generally small 
enough that your faculty and peers hold 
you accountable. 

So, my advice to underclassmen? If 
you are interested in something but have 
not explored that interest, now is the time 
to do it. There is nowhere that you will 
find the opportunities to get involved like 
you do at Carroll, and nowhere will you 
find the support networks that you do at 
Carroll. Your faculty and peers will help 
you succeed in a way you never thought 
was possible. 

Good luck to all the underclassmen. 
Thank you, from the bottom of my heart, 
for helping me find my voice in college.

Letter from the president
Dear Carroll,

I am honored and excited to serve as 
your president of the Associated Students 
of Carroll College. I’ve spent the last two 
years working hard on ASCC as a senator 
and have served on numerous committees 
to develop recycling, club programs, and 
exciting for ASCC. 

I want to first thank all of the students. 
We are here because you chose us to rep-
resent you and handle student concerns. 
Second, I would like to thank the current 
executive council. Chase, Colton, Kellea, 
and Ted dedicate countless hours to 
serving Carroll, and I want to thank them 
for their hard work as well as guiding my 
new executive council and me into our 
roles. Third, I would like to thank my ex-
ecutive council and the new senate. I can’t 
wait to work with all of you and bring 
positive change for the students. Finally, I 
would like to thank Pat Harris and Dr. Jim 
Hardwick. They are huge advocates for 
students and guide both ASCC and clubs 
into being successful. There are many 
others not listed that I thank.

 It is a time for celebration and excite-
ment, but as we finish up the last of our 
classes and summer begins, ASCC has 
work to do. We will be working hard over 
the summer to ensure that next year the 
Associated Students of Carroll College 
work hard to serve our peers. 

This next year, my executive council 
and I plan to create new opportunities for 
clubs and student involvement, as well as 
usher the student voice to the administra-

tion. We will work hard to serve the stu-
dents of Carroll College. As a final note, I 
invite any student to contact myself or my 
executive board with any concerns, ideas, 
or questions. We are here to serve you. 

Thank you again for all that each and 
every one of you do to support, build, and 
serve the Carroll family.

Sincerely,

Daniel Olszewski
ASCC President 2017-2018



The air sounded with the thrum of Chi-
nook helicopters as the Carroll College 
Reserve Officer Training Corps cadets 
traveled to the Lubrecht National Forest 
for a Spring Field Training Exercise.  

“The event helps to build unit cohesion 
and is the final cumulative training event 
for the semester for both schools,” said 
Sean Royce, a senior communication 
major from Manhattan, Montana.  

The ROTC students at Carroll College 
spent the weekend of April 20-23 in the 
National Forest on a real-world simula-
tion of a variety of field missions. The 
trip is a continuous, three-day training 
event with Carroll ROTC and University 
of Montana ROTC, Saints company and 

Griz company, participating.   
 “The event is put together so junior 

cadets can have an opportunity to show 
their critical-thinking and problem-solv-
ing skills in a tactical environment,” said 
Wyatt Smith, a senior biology major from 
Spokane, Washington. 

Freshman through senior cadets partic-
ipate in this event. However, each class 
had a unique role. For the freshmen, it 
was their largest field training event yet. 
Sophomore cadets had their first oppor-
tunity to train as a squad leader. Juniors 
were evaluated and trained on their ability 
to lead; they had the opportunity to be 
platoon leaders and platoon sergeants. 
Senior cadets had planned the event and 
then participated as either opposing forces 
or evaluators.   

The training event is the final group 

training the junior cadets will have before 
they leave for their one month training 
exercise in Fort Knox, Kentucky.  

“The training builds on itself,” Royce 
said. “This event helped prepare the ju-
nior cadets for Fort Knox, and Fort Knox 
will help place them in the army as either 
active, National Guard, or reserve, in 
addition to assigning our jobs.” 

Some of the missions performed 
include area reconnaissance, key leader 
engagement, movement to contact, cache 
interdiction, and a platoon raid.  

“It is cool to see all the training that 
they have been through this semester be 
put into action,” Smith said. “This was a 
very physically demanding exercise for 
the cadets, and they performed very well 
at all levels.”

With graduation quickly approaching, 
seniors will be looking for a place to 
celebrate with their family. Helena has 
a plethora of places to relax and have a 
drink, but each bar has a different atmo-
sphere. Some of these bars and restaurants 
may be more appropriate for students to 
visit with their peers as opposed to their 
parents.  

Each bar, brewery, and distillery in Hel-
ena offers a unique ambiance and menu 
that students over 21 years old should 
utilize to celebrate the end of the school 
year. 

If a student wants to enjoy a full meal 
in addition to a celebratory drink with 
their family post-graduation, the Brew-
house Pub and Grille is the perfect desti-
nation. Just across the street from Carroll, 
this roomy restaurant is an easy commute 
from the graduation ceremony. The Brew-
house serves a broad range of food, from 
salads to burgers to wraps, so there will 
be something everyone will like.  

In addition, if the dinner party is crav-
ing dessert, the Great Northern Carousel 
is also within an easy walking distance. 
The Brewhouse is one of the few drinking 
establishments in Helena that serves full, 
quality meals; however, the only alcoholic 
beverages that the Brewhouse serves are 
beer and wine, so it is not recommended 
for those who prefer mixed drinks. 

“I’ve never gone to the Brewhouse and 
ordered a plate of food that tasted bad,” 
said Rhiannon Sturgess, a junior psy-
chology major from Kalispell. “Neither 
has anyone in my family. It just has good 
food.” 

If mixed drinks are preferred, The 
Gulch Distillers is the recommended 
place to celebrate. This distillery offers 
a wide range of mixed drinks, using 
everything from vodka to gin to rum, all 
made in house. Uniquely, Gulch Distillers 
also offers a bitter liqueur distilled from 
base Montana grains and spices, includ-
ing chamomile, mint and saffron, called 
Burrone Fernet. Their balanced cocktails 
are complemented by an urban style of 
decoration and a pleasant back patio. 

“Their drinks are so good and there’s 
so many different options,” said Jessi-
ca Lewis, a junior secondary education 
major from Corvallis, Montana. “And 
the feel of the place is really cool. It’s 
definitely not the kind of place you’d 
expect to see nestled off the main street in 
Helena.” 

If wine is the drink of choice, The 
Hawthorn is the perfect bar. Located in 
the middle of the walking mall, this wine 
bar has a warm, friendly ambience and 
an intimate feel. The servers are always 
happy to assist the customer in choosing 
a drink from the long list of wines from 
around the world that they offer.  

The Hawthorn also has a list of special-
ty cocktails, including the Last Chance 
Gulp made from Flathead cherry wine and 
Miner’s Gold beer from Lewis and Clark 
Brewery. Finally, the wine slushies are 
recommended to any first-time patron of 

The Hawthorn. Although an elegant place 
to enjoy a drink, The Hawthorn is a bar, 
and therefore not for the whole family. 

“I’m not really a wine person, but I 
wanted to try one, and the server was su-
per nice about it and recommended me a 
wine I ended up really liking,” said Casey 
McInerney, a junior finance major from 
Clyde Park, Montana. 

Helena is full of exceptional breweries, 
including Blackfoot, Ten Mile Creek, 
and Lewis and Clark, but be warned, 
these breweries are very popular with the 
locals as well as with Carroll students. If 

frequented at popular hours, be prepared 
to find standing room only and a long wait 
to get a drink. Although breweries, these 
places tend to attract crowds of families. 

“I love the Single Malt IPA from Black-
foot,” said Colbie Smith, a senior dou-
ble major in international relations and 
political science from Helena. “There’s 
something different about going to the 
brewery. It’s a local business, and, grow-
ing-up here, that’s the type of thing that I 
like to support.”
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ROTC cadets go on Spring Field Training Exercise
Ryan Koster

Student Writer

Isabelle Hunt

Student Writer
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This was a very 
physically demanding 

exercise for the 
cadets, and they 

performed very well 
at all levels.
Wyatt Smith

Four communication majors traveled to 
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, to present research 
papers at the annual Northwest Communi-
cation Association Conference on Friday, 
April 21.       

Kelsey Raymer, a junior from Visalia, 
California; Olivia Gaete, a junior from 
Palm Springs, California; Simi Gill, a 
sophomore from Galt, California; and 
Hannah Prince, a junior from Tacoma, 
Washington, sat on a panel to discuss 
their research on how certain groups are 
represented in the media.    

“Our panel was the only group of stu-
dents all from one school,” said Raymer.  
“We all worked hard on our papers and 
presentations, so it was really cool to be 
able to represent Carroll at the conference 
in such a positive way.”  

The students were accompanied by two 

department faculty members: Charlotte 
Jones and Alan Hansen. 

“The students did a great job present-
ing their empirical research projects and 
responding to audience members ques-
tions,” Jones said.   

The theme of the 41st NWCA confer-
ence was “Communicating in an Informed 
Democracy,” and panels and discussions 
related to this topic. Each of the students 
submitted their papers to the conference 
and were approved based on how well the 
papers fit the theme. 

Hansen represented Carroll as well as 
the first Vice President of NWCA.  Han-
sen and Jones were proud of how Carroll 
was represented at the conference.  

“Alan and I received many compli-
ments from professors from other schools 
in the Northwest,” said Jones. “They 
couldn’t believe that our students are un-
dergraduate, not graduate, students.  The 
communication studies department is very 
proud.”

Carroll students travel to NWCA conference

Post graduation celebration: bars of Helena

Brewhouse Pub and Grill.                    Photo courtesy of the Brewhouse Pub and Grill.



A successful night full of food, drinks, 
and prizes describes the 2017 Student 
Athletic Association (SAA) fundraiser 
which raised more than $100,000 for up-

coming student athletic scholarships.  
The 35th annual SAA auction took 

place on Friday, April 21 at 6 p.m. in the 
Physical Education Center on campus. 
This event has proven to be incredibly 
popular over the past 34 years, and the 
auction is integral to the success of the 

SAA’s annual goal of raising $150,000 for 
student scholarships.  

The event consisted of hors d’oeuvres, 
drinks, silent auction items, and a large 
prize raffle called the “Gold Rush.” The 
Gold Rush raffled off the winner’s choice 
of $2,500 cash, two round-trip tickets to 
Nashville, two round-trip tickets to the 
Excellence in Sports Performance Yearly 
Awards show, or two round-trip tickets to 
Boston with paid activities. There was a 
multitude of other auction items gen-
erously donated from local individuals 
and businesses, including anything from 
artwork to trips or services. 

The SAA auction is one of the largest 
annual fundraisers in Helena and the 
single largest fundraising event at Carroll 
College with nearly 600 attendees. This 
year, the SAA committee focused strongly 
on the experience of the attendee, hoping 
to ensure a meaningful and pleasant eve-
ning. Dan Minor, director of development 
for campaign and major gifts, discussed 
how the involvement of the participants 
impacted their experience.  

“We at SAA pride ourselves on finding 
ways for people to participate on every 
level,” said Minor. “It is important that 
the donors leave knowing they’ve done 
something for the college.”  

This year, the SAA raised $20,000 in 
sponsor donations making a giant leap 
from the $6,000 raised last year.  

“This demonstrates community support 
for Carroll and our Scholarship program,” 
Minor said.  

Many of the attendees communicat-
ed that they support Carroll because of 
emotional attachment. Some are alumni, 
many know students and athletes and 
staff, and some are invested in the athletic 
programs. Kyle Spencer from Allegra 
Marketing Print and Mail said that his 
company has actively supported Carroll 
College’s athletic program for the last 30 
years. 

“It’s a top notch athletic system and 
they’re all hardworking,” said Spencer.  

John Vandeberg, a donor and a Carroll 
Alumni from the class of 1962, added that 
Carroll is like a home, sharing that he still 
hangs out with fellow graduates.  

The night was a complete success; 
the attendees left feeling satisfied and 
fulfilled, and the SAA raised funds above 
and beyond their expectations. Charlie 
Gross, the athletic director, shared just 
how monumental the auction is for the 
college. 

“The magnitude and importance of the 
event for the athletic department and the 
opportunity to have a great experience is 
big," said Gross. "We gather our closest 
friends and supporters to continue to 
support our student athletes academic and 
athletic interests."
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Student Athletic Association auction raised more than $100,000

Katie Weber

Student Writer

St. Jude Children's Hospital paintball fundraiser
David Munding

Student Writer

Carroll hosted a paintball event on 
Saturday, April 8 on Guadalupe field. The 
top teams were awarded prizes, and all 
the proceeds from the event were contrib-
uted to the St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital. 

“The paintball tournament was really 

fun,” said Kyle Sessions, a senior political 
science major, from Spokane, Washing-
ton. “The food was great, I just wish it 
didn’t have to end so early.” 

The ten teams were able to play one 
round each in the pop-up arena, which 
was made by the National Guard, before 
hail interrupted the event. Despite inclem-
ent weather cutting the event short, the 
fundraiser was still a success, and many 
who participated had a lot of fun. 

Brewhouse gift cards worth $25, $50, 
and $100 were raffled off. 

“It was a lot of fun. I wish it were more 
than just an annual event,” said Sam 
Brunson, a sophomore biochemistry and 
molecular biology major from Portland, 
Oregon. 

The event initially cost $2 per person 
and $10 per team. Money was collect-
ed in the Upper Cube during lunch and 
dinner on April 7. All proceeds for the 

event were donated to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital. 

"Free and exciting events like this 
paintball one are a large part of why I 
enjoy going to Carroll College so much,” 
said Joseph Shepherd, a sophomore 
accounting and financing major, from 
Hillsboro, Oregon. “The chance to get 
out of your dorm, try something new, and 
meet new people are really frequent and 
always amazing." 

Carroll’s College Christian Fellowship 
(CCF) hosted its annual spring barn dance 
on April 8th.  

At Kleffner Ranch, the dance is incredi-
bly popular, especially for swing dancers. 
The last barn dance, hosted in the fall, 
featured a swing dance competition.  

Admission was $5 for Carroll students 
and $10 for non-students. All the funds 
raised by the dance are contributing to the 
students going on the India mission trip. 
The trip attendees will serve in an orphan-
age in remote India. 

The fall dance included a variety of 
activities such as pumpkin carving, a 
swing dancing competition, and pictures 
with props. Since this spring dance was 

a fundraiser, however, there weren’t any 
alternate activities.  

CCF shared a testimony at the begin-
ning of the dance, thanking all that who 
attended. The barn dance is different 
from all the other dances in ways of 
environment: hosted in a rustic barn with 
twinkling lights, the entire scene is pictur-
esque and quaint.  

“The barn dance is fun because it’s a 

great time to dance with your friends in 
a location off campus," said Hannah Syl-
vester, a sophomore biology major from 
Spokane, Washington. "And dancing is 
always enjoyable.”  

Sylvester also believes that students can 
have fun even if they don't know how to 
swing dance. 

"Learning how to do it is half the fun,” 
Sylvester said.

Meghan Fellows

Student Writer

Barn Dance raises money for India mission trip

Students line dancing at Kleffner Ranch.                                   Photo courtesy of Aiko Bongolan

SAA auction.                           Photo courtesy of Aiko Bongolan



Carroll administrators are worried about 
a recent string of vandalism on campus, 
including the theft of campus banners and 
graffiti in St. Charles Hall. 

Patty White, the director of marketing 
and communications for Carroll, said that 
between 12 and 15 of the purple banners 
that adorn the campus light posts have 
been stolen since last summer. 

There are about 60 total banners, which 
White introduced to the campus four 
years ago.  

“This has been the first year of issues,” 
White said.  

So far the signs have only been stolen, 
and none damaged or desecrated.  

“Except for the birds,” White added, 
laughing. “I wanted to put them up for a 
fun and festive, collegiate look. It adds a 
bit of color to the campus.” 

White says that she and the rest of the 
administration do not assume that Carroll 
students are to blame for the disappear-
ances.  

“It could just be hooligans who just 
want to mess with something,” White 
said.  

She will continue to replace the flags, 
but hopes that they will stop going miss-
ing. Ten flags were replaced recently, and 
White hopes they will remain untouched 

for graduation in May.  
One sign, an award across from the 

trophy case in St. Charles recognizing 
Carroll’s achievements, has also been 
stolen multiple times. 

White hoped to make a plea to the Car-
roll community. If anyone sees someone 
taking down a flag or damaging Carroll 
property, contact Patty White.

  

The Hunthausen Activities Center, 
nicknamed the HAC, has had a success-
ful first month on the record with only a 
few hiccups along the way.   

According Patrick Harris, director of 
student activities and leadership, Carroll 
did not lose any money despite the HAC 
opening a week late. Construction was 
behind schedule, but this did not incur 
additional expenses because the building 
was paid for in advance.  

Carroll is currently waiting on warmer 
weather to finish construction on the 
landscape and outdoor space outlined 
for the facility. Additionally, without the 
HAC being up and running, Carroll did 
not incur any operating costs during that 
week.  

While the HAC’s success shines 
brightly for Carroll, the student activities 
department keeps their eye on student 
requests for the new facility by encour-
aging students to fill out the suggestion 
book at the front desk of the HAC.  

“The students seem to be very hap-
py. We continue to listen to their needs 
and suggestions and make adjustments 
accordingly," Harris said. "You will see 

90 to 95 percent of student requests have 
been addressed." 

The HAC’s website is as fresh as the 
center itself with links to display class 
schedules, equipment rental options, and 
information about the CAMP outdoor 
program. In addition to the website, 
Carroll also flaunts its new mobile app, 
MemberMe+, designed to maintain an 
easy-to-understand interface between 
class instructors, gym-goers, HAC staff. 
Anyone with Carroll credentials can 
access the mobile app MemberMe+ and 
sign-up for the classes offered in the 
HAC. 

The impact of the HAC on the Carroll 

community extends beyond student 
experiences, as many of Carroll’s faculty 
and staff has free access to the facilities. 

“I’ve loved being able to use my lunch 
breaks to go workout in the HAC, but 
because I’m missing out on eating, I’m 
reduced to choosing between not eating 
or snacking on the sugary options avail-
able in their vending machines,” said 
Misti Nettleton, the help desk supporter 
in the Carroll College IT office. “I wish 
they could sell healthier options like 
smoothies or protein bars.” 

Harris encouraged students to try out 
the new facility.

“There are many students who have 

yet to walk in the building," Harris said. 
"I believe once they see the space and 
realize that they have access to much 
more than just exercise equipment, they 
will find activities they will want to take 
part in.” 

The HAC is open Monday-Thursday, 
6 a.m.-10:30 p.m.; Friday 6 a.m.-9 p.m.; 
Saturday 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Sunday 11 
a.m.-10 p.m.

The HAC will be open during summer 
with limited hours as follows: Mon-
day-Friday 6 a.m.-8 a.m.; 11 a.m.-1 p.m.; 
and 4 p.m.-7 p.m. The HAC will be 
closed on the weekends.
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I wanted to put 
them up for a 

fun and festive, 
collegiate look. It 
adds a bit of color 

to the campus.
Patty White

Campus banners vandalized
Mackenna Landis

Student Writer

HAC meets 
students needs

Student 
Columnist
RAENA WHITNEY

Hunthausen Activity Center.               Photo courtesy of Carroll College and DSA Architects.

Anna Christman

Student Writer

A new take on freshman and sophomore housing

With a disproportionate female-to-male 
student ratio living on campus, Carroll 
College has adjusted to accommodate for 
the lack of female housing.  

In doing so, they are taking the men’s 
first floor housing in Guadalupe Hall and 
making it available to female freshman 
and allowing sophomores the opportunity 
to stay in Guadalupe. As usual, remaining 

overflow will be placed in St. Charles 
Hall. 

“Since 2014, we have seen our two big-
gest freshman classes ever,” said Maureen 
Ward, director of community living.  

In 2014, the first floor in the main wing 
of St. Charles Hall transitioned from 
female housing to administrative offices. 
This led to a decrease in the availabili-
ty of female rooms. Sophomores were 
forced out of St. Charles Hall pushing 
more sophomores into Trinity Hall. It is 
expected that adjustments like these will 

continue until more housing can be built 
to accommodate students.  

The change in Guadalupe Hall is not 
the result of more females. Historically, 
Carroll sees classes between 60 to 67 per-
cent female. Male beds in Guadalupe hall 
are frequently not filled; therefore, there 
is space available to accommodate to the 
higher number of female students.  

“Carroll has always had a higher female 
to male ratio,” said Cynthia Thornquist, 
the director of admissions. “Other than 
a growing class size, the overall de-

mographics of the class have remained 
similar.”   

Plans to develop more housing for stu-
dents are being considered, but there are 
currently no plans for construction.  

“In the Campus Master Planning that 
occurred in 2009, there were recommen-
dations made to someday add one to two 
additional wings to Guadalupe Hall and to 
build six to 10 campus apartment build-
ings,” Ward said.  

Campus banners on light poles.          Photo courtesy of Carroll College.
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Budget decisions for the 2017-18 
academic year pushed Carroll College 
administrators to lay off two long-time, 
loyal employees. 

The Honors Scholars Program is losing 
Jo Ann Maffit, who served as the pro-
gram's administrative assistant for more 
than 17 years. 

Alex Kurtz, an HSP student and senior 
biochemistry major from Glendive, Mon-
tana, notes that the students in the pro-
gram are profoundly impacted by Maffit’s 
constant devotion to them. 

"Jo Ann is the kind face in common 
between all of us honors students,” Kurtz 
said. “She is always willing to help and 
counsel us in every aspect of our Carroll 
experience.” 

William Parsons, the director of HSP, 
also praised Maffit’s hard work and criti-
cal role in sustaining the program. 

“Jo Ann Maffit has been an integral 
part of the Honors Scholars Program for 
almost as long as the program has been in 
existence. The loss of her skill, dedica-
tion, and institutional memory is a signif-

icant loss for the program and the broader 
campus community,” Parsons said. “She 
was particularly adept at creating a sense 
of community among the students.” 

Parsons also noted that it will be diffi-
cult to shift her duties onto other employ-
ees since the scope of her work was so 
broad. 

“Since she did so much, this will be a 
big job,” Parsons said. 

HSP has relied heavily on Maffit for 
planning program events, developing 
solutions to facility problems, working 
around schedules, and communicating 
program changes to students. She will be 
sorely missed. 

Facilities and grounds is losing stead-
fast employee Jane Dresback, who served 
as an administrative assistant for 17 years. 

Butch Biskupiak, director of facilities, 
called Dresback the "face and voice" of 
the facilities department.

"We will miss her upbeat attitude and 
good leveling personality," Biskupiak 
said. "She is a rose amongst the thorns." 

Breanna Caldwell, a junior anthrozool-
ogy major from Aurora, Colorado, works 
as a community advisor and often submits 
work orders to Dresback. Caldwell 
praised Dresback for her reliability and 

expedient response time. 
“CAs had to send work orders to facili-

ties if someone’s heater wasn’t working or 
if there was a problem in one of the resi-
dent halls,” Caldwell said. “Jane was the 
median between the CAs and facilities. 
She was polite and a strong communica-
tor, and she would get the job done.” 

Dresback and the facilities department 
did not see the blow coming.

"Many of us are rattled by what's 
happening," Dresback said. "Especially 
because I am so close to retirement."

One question remains: why were two 
loyal employees selected as the collateral 
damage? Even though Carroll is continu-
ally funding new building projects, why 
aren’t we allocating funds to keep produc-
tive and faithful employees? 

There appears to be no accessible an-
swer to these questions. Staff reached out 
to Parsons and Cathy Day, the associate 
vice president for academic affairs, for 
comments, but both declined to discuss 
personnel decisions made by the resource 
and planning committee.  

President Thomas Evans released the 
only official statement regarding the 
termination of Maffit’s and Dresback’s 
employment. Evans addressed “ongoing 

budget deficits,” explaining that the cuts 
were a necessary move for improving the 
school’s financial efficiency. 

“In addition to preparing recom-
mendations for next year’s budget, the 
committee was also charged with iden-
tifying long-term structural changes to 
address our ongoing budget deficits and 
seek opportunities to improve efficiencies, 
streamline services, and limit or make 
transparent the impact on services to 
our students,” Evans said. “While these 
changes unfortunately affect individuals 
within our community, they are necessary 
to improve the effectiveness of our work 
and relieve ongoing budget deficits.” 

Evans did not specifically explain 
how releasing Maffit and Dresback will 
improve the effectiveness of the school’s 
work. Those involved with the decision 
are prohibited from disclosing further in-
formation, so it is unlikely that the wider 
Carroll community will find a specific 
explanation for the termination of Maffit’s 
and Dresback’s employment. 

Whether Carroll should consider mak-
ing staffing choices transparent to the stu-
dents who are directly impacted remains 
to be determined.

Budget shifts result in employee layoffs
Chloe Hendrickson

Editor in Chief

Ten of Carroll College's beloved faculty and staff 
members will be retiring at the end of this academic year. 
Please join us in wishing the following a warm farewell: 

Gayle Agostinelli
24 years at Carroll, director of annual giving

Nathalie Caulliez
35 years at Carroll, professor of French

Kathleen Joyce-Trudnowski
19 years at Carroll, wellness center nurse

Gloria Lambertz
34 years at Carroll, professor of health and physical 

education

Dave Marshall
     12 years at Carroll, professor of computer science

Tom McCarvel
25 years at Carroll, vice president of community rela-

tions
   

Gregory Nash
4 years at Carroll, IT programmer and analyst

Carolee Stuberg
7 years at Carroll, assistant director of bookstore

Kathleen Sullivan  
21 years at Carroll, bookstore manager

Lynette Zuroff  
36 years at Carroll, professor of education

Thank you for years hard work. We will miss you!

Carroll faculty and staff retirements

“If any true saint came from Carroll 
College, it would be Kathleen Trudnows-
ki,” said Campus Minister Dan Thies. 

Trudnowski first came to Carroll in 
1967 to begin pursuing her childhood 

dream of becoming a nurse. She intended 
to be at Carroll for a three-year program 
available at the time, but realized her 
freshman year that God had different 
plans.  

“I made a Search that year and was one 
of two freshmen there,” Trudnowski said, 
referring to the campus ministry's biannu-
al retreat, Search. “It occurred to me that I 
should go to the convent.” 

With the idea that she’d probably turn 
around and come back to finish nursing, 
she left Carroll to become a nun. At that 
time, she joined The Sisters of Charity in 
St. Louis. Instead of returning to school 
in Montana, Trudnowski finished nursing 
school in St. Louis while simultaneously 
becoming a religious sister.  

She officially received her bachelors in 
science of nursing in 1971. She spent the 
next 10 years as both a full-time nurse and 
practicing Catholic nun.  

During these years, Trudnowski was ac-
tive in a number of hospitals in Montana. 
For a few years, this included a hospital 
called St. John’s in Helena, which was 
partnered with Carroll at the time. The 
last place she worked as a full-time nurse 
and nun was Grand Junction, Colorado, 
where Trudnowski worked in oncology. 

 In addition to her duties as head nurse, 
Trudnowski spent most of her 15-hour 
days serving and spending time with those 
who were on their death beds. 

She recalled that many of those who 

spent their last days with her asked if 
she’d attend their funerals and give a 
eulogy. 

The ceaseless investment in others 
and long work days did not pass without 
taking a toll on Trudnowski. In 1982, 
Trudnowski found that she was becoming 
exhausted. After deciding to take almost 
a year off, Trudnowski decided to end 
her time as a nun and respond to a call to 
become a traveling nurse.  

“It was just something I knew God 
wanted me to do,” says Trudnowski. “He 
didn’t want me to be a nun. He wanted 
me to be a nurse taking care of all of these 
people.” 

For the next 10 years, Trudnowski 
dedicated her life to taking care of others 
as she traveled to Indian reservations, the 
Appalachian mountains, and eventually 
settled in New Orleans. Her last stop 
before officially ending up in Helena was 
White Sulphur Springs, Montana.  

While visiting a friend in Helena in 
1989, Trudnowski met a Carroll coach 
and teacher at Van’s Thriftway after a 
Carroll basketball game. Long story short, 
they exchanged information and began 
dating that year. She married Jim Trud-
nowski in 1990.  

Jim Trudnowksi was a Carroll graduate 
who, over the course of his life, worked 
for Carroll for 42 years as a teacher, 
coach, vice president of academic affairs, 
and dean of the college. The two of them 

joyfully supported the Carroll and Helena 
communities for their 20 years of mar-
riage until he passed away in 2010.  

A few years after her marriage, Kath-
leen Trudnowski also began working at 
Carroll. For the last 18 years, she has 
served the staff and students of the cam-
pus continually by working not only as a 
full time nurse, but also as a comfort to 
anyone who visits her.  

“I’ve called her the mother of Carroll,” 
said Sean Courtney, network administra-
tor.  

“If you graduate from Carroll without 
having met her, you’re missing out on an 
incredible person.” 

When asked what she thought about 
all of that praise, Kathleen Trudnowski 
smiled. 

“God chooses to do something, and if 
you hear him, you can do it.”  

She then pointed to her heart. 
“You can’t light a candle and leave it in 

here.” 
This semester is Trudnowski’s last as an 

official employee of Carroll College. She 
plans to spend the next few years travel-
ing around the U.S. to visit a number of 
her closest friends from all of her adven-
tures. Trudnowski wants to stay involved 
with Carroll’s activities and is excited 
to support Carroll, but she also realizes 
that she needs to take the time for a much 
needed and deserved break. 

Kathleen Trudnowski, a true Carroll Saint

Abra Casey

Student Writer

Kathleen Trudnowski and sophomore Abra Casey.  
Photo courtesy of Abra Casey.

New faculty
Carroll College will be welcoming 

new faculty additions in the fall. Please 
join us in congratulating the following: 

 
Robert Stansberry 

Director of education   
 

Anneliese Pollock Renck 
Professor of French   

 
Julie Kessler  

Professor of chemistry 
 

Pete Larsen 
Professor of economics 

 
Welcome to the Carroll family!  

Good luck!



Students from Carroll College will soon 
have the opportunity to experience the 
rich culture and history of Rome through 
a trip led by Campus Ministry.  

This year, 30 students and staff will 
leave after the end of school on May 14 
and will return May 27. The trip promises 
to be chock-full of humbling experiences 
and awe-inspiring events.  

“It’s not a vacation, it’s a pilgrimage,” 
said Campus Minister Dan Thies. “It’s 
about making a sacrifice.”  

The trip consists of visiting well-known 
basilicas throughout Rome, visiting the 
tombs of St. Francis and St. Peter, and 
having mass with the pope. The students 
going on the trip are given minimal infor-
mation about the agenda and are advised 
to be open-minded about what the trip 
will hold. The trip is primarily focused 
on the spirituality and humility found in a 
pilgrimage while also providing a way to 
travel abroad.  

Carroll offers a wide variety of study 
abroad programs and other exchange pro-
grams that allow students to travel more 
affordably, which is an appealing offer to 
college students. The trip to Rome creates 

this same opportunity with the benefit of 
experiencing it with friends and trusted 
leaders. Abra Casey, a sophomore com-
munications and ethics double major from 
Helena will be attending the pilgrimage 
this spring and spoke about why she is 
looking forward to the trip. 

“I’m excited to see where my faith 
comes from and the history of our 
church," Casey said. "And I get to do that 
with people I have been growing in faith 
with at Carroll."  

The deep religious history present in 
Rome enables students to grow in their 
faith and learn more about the traditions, 
history, and culture within Italy. As the 
home of the pope and many historical-
ly-rich basilicas, there is something to 
learn for students of all religious back-
grounds.   

Jamie Severson, a public health and 
communications double major from Boz-
eman, spoke about how both the faith and 
cultural aspects of the trip were appealing 
to him.  

“I decided to go on the pilgrimage to 
Rome to grow in my faith and experience 
a different culture," said Severson. "I have 
never been out of the country, so explor-
ing my faith and traveling the world at the 
same time is a win-win!” 
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Kyle Jones challenges ASCC election 
results, asks for a re-vote

Mariah Swenson

Co-Editor

Student pilgrims to 
visit Rome and Assisi

Katie Weber

Student Writer

The ASCC executive board election 
came to a close on Wednesday, April 12, 
but the tension surrounding this election 
did not. Kyle Jones, a sophomore from 
Bozeman, ran for president, and after a 
loss by nine votes to Daniel Olszewski, 
he is filing a grievance with ASCC and is 
asking for a re-vote.  

“It isn’t about the election," said Jones. 
"My goal is to fix the wrongdoings that 
have been done and make it right for 
those involved."

Jones believes multiple infractions took 
place before, during, and following the 
election. For example, Jones was frus-
trated that he could not run on the same 
ballot with vice presidential candidate, 
Gus Chancy.  

“I asked very directly, can Gus and I 
run on the same ballot," said Jones. "We 
were told yes." 

Jones explained that the night before 
the campaign started, he and Chancy were 
told they could not run on the same ballot, 
even though they were given a yes weeks 
prior. However, Chase Farrell, the current 
president of ASCC, had something else 
to say.  

“As far as a formal request, not until 
the information night did we get a re-
quest. Which was too late to take any 
non-biased actions,” said Farrell. This 
information night took place on Tuesday, 
April 4, just over a week before election 
day.  

The ASCC would have needed to pass 
a bill before the election allowing for two 
people to run on the same ballot.  

Chancy declined to comment on the 
issue.

Another issue Jones had with the 
election is that Dylan Young-Vazquez, the 
vice president elect, violated an ASCC 
election rule that states candidates may 

not approach within ten feet of the voting 
table on the day of the election. This rule 
is in place to prevent candidates from 
campaigning to students voting at the 
table.  

“It was Dylan coming up asking if it 
was okay to approach,” said Alex Kurtz, 
current attorney general. “I said yes. The 
first part… wasn’t related to the election. 
He asked me a question about A and P 
homework. Number two, he asked me a 
question on ASCC election policy rules…
in regards to Kyle and Gus campaigning 
by the STAC. And then that was the end 
of our conversation, and he went back to 
his chair.”  

Jones and Chancy were sitting at a table 
more than 10 feet away from the polling 
table on election day. They were playing 
music and campaigning in the Cube.  

“Dylan going up to the table is a rule 
that he broke, but in all honesty, it didn’t 
add or subtract one vote from the elec-
tion, whereas, the table twenty feet away 
possibly could have added or subtracted a 
vote in that election,” said Patrick Harris, 
director of student activities and ASCC 
adviser.  

In a meeting with President Evans, 
Kurtz, Chancy, and Farrell, Jones present-
ed a picture he had captured of Young-
Vazquez at the table.  

“Upon presenting this photo, I asked 
Alex…to resign,” said Jones. “It was 
clear that he [Alex] didn’t have the integ-
rity to stay in the role, and he declined, 
which is very unfortunate. I was disap-
pointed in him. It just shows what little 
integrity there is in ASCC.” 

Kurtz explained what his reaction was 
in this moment.   

“I didn’t respond because I didn’t 
feel like it justified a response, but my 
response is no,” said Kurtz. “I don’t feel 
like I broke any rule whatsoever.”  

Amanda Harrod, a senator of ASCC, 
was also sitting at the voting table when 
Young-Vazquez and Kurtz were talking.   

“I am absolutely positive it had no 
effect on the outcome of the election,” 
said Harrod.   

Young-Vazquez declined an interview.  
Jones also had concerns about the vot-

ing itself in this election. He discovered 
that in the senate election, it was possible 
to vote more than once for a candidate. 
He was worried that this same error was 
taking place in the executive elections.  

Harris addressed this issue once it was 
brought to his attention. He admitted that 
there was an issue with the system for the 
first hour of the senate election, and stu-
dents were able to vote more than once. 
However, the error was fixed, and Harris 
confirmed that those extra votes were 
subtracted from the final count.  

Harris also shared that this same mis-
take did not take place in the executive 
election a week prior.  

“There were no duplicate votes, and 
everything was 100 percent correct with 
the executive board election,” said Harris.   

Jones has further concerns that Young-
Vazquez potentially had access to the 
polling tallies on the day of the election. 
The president, secretary and attorney gen-

eral of ASCC were provided this access, 
and Jones is worried this information was 
passed on to Young-Vazquez. 

"The current ASCC officers have no 
evidence to suggest that this crucial 
information was not accessed by certain 
candidates on election day," Jones wrote 
in his grievance report.  

Harris discussed what he feels his role 
is for the future.  

“I’ll advise the ASCC to go through 
the process of looking at the rule that was 
broken as far as Dylan going to the table, 
and does it mean that Dylan gets some 
of the votes taken away and if it does, 
how does that affect the election,” said 
Harris. “Both President Evans and I feel 
that [Jones] deserves to have a voice and 
deserves to be heard, and we need to go 
through the process…” 

Kerri McInnis, a junior at Carroll, also 
ran for the presidential position.  

“I trust my fellow classmates and, to 
my knowledge, there was nothing suspi-
cious or unfair about the election. There 
is no need for a re-vote; we should move 
on and work together, with Daniel as our 
President and Dylan as our VP.”  

Daniel Olszewski, a sophomore from 
Kalispell spoke on Jones' concern.

"It's unfortunate to think that Kyle 
believes there was collusion in these 
elections. Everyone on ASCC has worked 
hard and with integrity to make the sen-
ate, its elections, and all interactions as 
fair and respectable as possible. With that 
being said, I'm glad Kyle challenges the 
rules as it will lead to more fair election 
standards in the future as we address these 
issues."

Following a meeting with the ASCC on 
Sunday, Jones has decided to file a griev-
ance, asking for a re-vote. This investiga-
tion is ongoing. 

“A re-vote is the only way the legiti-
macy of ASCC can be confirmed,” said 
Jones.  

My goal is to fix 
the wrongdoings 

that have been 
done and make 

it right for those 
involved.
Kyle Jones
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profiles

Tegan Bauer

Student Writer

Jessica Bates
Jessica Bates, senior business admin-

istration major from Nyssa, Oregon, has 
one of the most coveted positions in the 
U.S. Army as a military helicopter pilot.  

“I will be commissioning as an Army 
officer into the National Guard. I have 
been selected to fly helicopters, either the 
Blackhawk or Chinook, in the Army,” 
Bates said. 

Although Bates is a senior business 
administration major, she has her sights 
set on the medical field. 

“I plan to take steps towards receiv-
ing a graduate degree in nursing,” Bates 
said. “I will be moving to Spokane, tak-
ing the time I have before attending flight 
school to take nursing prerequisites.” 

During her four years at Carroll, Bates 
has been involved in campus ministry 
and numerous clubs, including Circle K, 
Swing Dancing, and Enactus. She has 
also participated in several intramural 
sports, such as basketball, flag football, 
and volleyball.  

In addition to her extracurriculars, 
Bates also worked on campus through-

out college. She has worked with the 
college's marketing and communication 
department as an intern for two years. 
Patty White, Bates' internship supervi-
sor, had nothing but praise for her. 

“It has been so fun to witness her 
many achievements. Jessica is always 
going above and beyond, experienc-
ing life to its fullest with determina-
tion and a joyful heart,” White said.  

Bates joined ROTC her junior 
year and quickly rose through the 
ranks. In February, Bates received the 
George C. Marshall Award and was 
selected to represent Carroll College 
at the George C. Marshall Leadership 
Seminar.  

“She is a role model. There isn’t a 
cadet that doesn’t look up to her," Cap-
tain Mark Thompson said. "She is our 
number one cadet.”  

When asked about her future, Bates 
said that she hopes to use her skills as 
both a nurse and a pilot to serve others.  

 “My dream would be to use both 
of those skills to fly to marginalized 
communities throughout the world and 
provide healthcare to those people,” 
Bates said.    

Being in college is hard, but Jacob Groh 
knows that being in college and commit-
ting to a sports team is even harder. 

Going to school full-time, competing on 
a sports team, and completing four years 
of ROTC seems impossible. However, 
Groh, a senior health science major from 
Spokane, Washington, did just that.  

While at Carroll, Groh has played three 
years of soccer for the men’s soccer team, 
successfully completed four years of 
ROTC, and received excellent grades.  

“Most kids who come into college 
aren’t sure what they want to do,” said 
retired Maj. Dana Barnicoat, who over-
saw the ROTC program for Groh’s first 
three years at Carroll. “Jake was one of 
those rare kids who came into college and 
knew exactly what he wanted, and he has 
pursued it from day one.”  

Groh will graduate with a health sci-
ence degree with a 3.6 GPA. After taking 
a year off of school, Groh hopes to study 
physical therapy at the University of Col-
orado Anschutz. “I believe that Jake will 
succeed and be one of the best physical 
therapists wherever he chooses to work,” 
Barnicoat said. 

Groh is considered a role model and 
a leader by teachers, ROTC cadre and 
cadets, and fellow soccer players.  

“Jake is a true example of a student 
athlete,” said Douglas Mello, the head 
coach for the men's soccer team. “He is a 
true example that all young athletes can 
look up to.”  

Over the past three years, Groh re-

ceived the following honors: two-time 
First Team All Cascade Conference, 
three-time First Team Academic All-Con-
ference, First Team NAIA Academic 
All-American, and Daktronics NAIA 
Scholar Athlete. 

Groh has found success in his ROTC 
career as well. He sets the bar high in 
physical training, and he meets his goals.  

Groh noted that his success on the 
soccer team and in the ROTC program are 
connected to one another. 

“I think that ROTC and soccer have 
definitely helped each other out through-
out my time here,” Groh said. “They 
definitely help each other out physically.”   

In addition to his vast achievements, 
Groh has been leader in his time at Car-
roll. He was a captain on the soccer team 
and served in multiple company leader-
ship positions, including squad leader, 
platoon sergeant, and first sergeant. As 
a senior, Groh was the Battalion S3, 
who plans and coordinates all training 
for the ROTC programs at Carroll and 
the University of Montana. 

“Both soccer and ROTC taught me 
to work with people from all differ-
ent backgrounds,” Groh said. “They 
helped me learn what helps other 
people succeed. I used what I learned 
from ROTC to help me lead in soccer, 
and what I learned in soccer to help me 
lead in ROTC.”  

Last summer, Groh attended Cadet 
Summer Training Advanced Camp at 
Fort Knox, Kentucky. It was his largest 
ROTC training event. Groh's performance 
at the camp helped land him the military 
position he was hoping for.  

Groh will graduate with his bachelor’s 

degree in health sciences and will com-
mission into the U.S. Army Reserves as a 
medical service corps officer.  

“Jake is a top-notch individual and the 
world is his oyster,” Mello said. “I know 
that he will rise through the ranks in the 
Army as well as have great success in 
his medical career. He is quality 
through and through.” 

Jacob Groh
Sean Royce

Student Writer
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With just two minutes remaining 
on the clock, standout receiver Kyle 
Griffith hauls in a 22-yard touchdown 
reception to tie the game against rival 
Montana Tech. 

 This was just one of the many big 
plays Griffith has made in his career 
at Carroll. As a sophomore, he was 
eighth in the conference in receiving 
yards with 742 on 45 receptions. That 
same season he caught eight touch-
down passes.  

After multiple injuries, including a 
torn ACL and a torn medial collateral 

ligament, Griffith has decided to opt 
out of coming back for a fifth year. 
Instead, he is applying for graduate 
school this spring and hopes to be 
accepted into the University of 
Washington for biology. He has 
applied to over ten other colleges 
as well.  

Griffith has enjoyed his experi-
ence here at Carroll. 

“I think it’s been really good. 
I’ve made a lot of good friends, 

and I met my girlfriend here,” 
Griffith said. “It’s been a really cool 

place for me.” 
Griffith has big aspirations follow-

ing graduation. 
“I want to be a surgeon. I’m not 

quite sure what type yet, but I’m 
thinking orthopedic. A lot of people 
switch their minds, [so] I’m not going 
to be set on one thing.” 

Growing, up in Kalispell, Griffith 
attended at that point brand new 
Glacier High School. He measures 

in at 5 feet 11 inches tall, and weighs 
180 pounds. He came to Carroll on 
scholarships from academics, football, 
and track.  

Nick Howlett, offensive coordinator 
at Carroll, appreciates the contibutions 
and impact that Griffith has had on the 
football program.  

“I enjoyed coaching him" Howlett 
said. "He always had a smile on his 
face. As well as being a great athlete, 
he was a joy to coach and was always 
[someone] we could manipulate things 
for because he was a tremendous stu-
dent of the game." 

Griffith’s intelligence and willing-
ness to learn helped him on the foot-
ball field, according to Howlett.  

“It benefited him because of all the 
things we were able to do. And once 
we got on the same page in terms of 
terminology, discussing things with 
Kyle was a breeze. It was easy to 
make adjustments.” 

Griffith's work ethic extends well 
beyond the football field. His cumu-
lative grade point average of 3.81 
speaks for itself.  

“He’s an outstanding student. He’s 
very bright, very hardworking, [and] 
has a creative mind when it comes to 
science as to thinking deeply about the 
material and looking for solutions,” 
said Sam Alvey, professor of biology.  

Alvey is optimistic about Griffith’s 
future plans to attend graduate school 
and become a physician. 

“I think he’ll be excellent," Alvey 
said. I think he’s got the smarts for it, 
and he’s also got the compassion to be 
a good physician."
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Kyle Griffith

Natalie Kassa: a granola entrepreneur 

A girl with flaming red curls rushes 
around her kitchen, grabbing the ingre-
dients for her homemade granola. When 
some of the oats spill onto the counter 
as she pours them into a bowl, the girl 
widens her already large green eyes and 
sighs, “My stars!”  

This girl is not from a fairy tale, but 
she is a flesh and blood student who goes 
to Carroll College. Natalie Kassa is a 
senior business administration major from 
Spokane, Washington, who has started 
her own successful homemade granola 
company.  

“When Natalie cooks granola, it is my 
favorite thing in the world,” said junior 
Holly Morehouse, Kassa’s 
roommate and an ele-
mentary education 
major from 
Anchorage, 
Alaska. 
“It 

makes our whole apartment smell like 
Christmas, and the taste is actually addic-
tive. I can never just have one handful.” 

The recipe that Kassa now uses in her 
business, Lolo’s Granola, took shape in 
the spring of 2012. Kassa’s little sis-
ter, Laurel "Lolo" Kassa, began selling 
homemade granola to raise money for her 
school trip to Washington, D.C. “Lolo” 
met her monetary goal quickly and con-
tinues to fill weekly orders for friends and 
family in Spokane. 

The company made the jump across 
state lines when Kassa enrolled in an 
entrepreneurship class last spring taught 
by John McCarvel, the former CEO of 
Crocs. 

“Entering into the course, you either 
had to have an entrepreneurial idea or join 

with another classmate 
who did,” Kassa 

said. “So I 
quickly 

grabbed 
the 

Lolo’s Granola idea from home and began 
developing a business plan.” 

Kassa began by taking personal orders 
and moving her granola to the local farm-
ers market. The business rapidly became 
popular in Helena, and the people who 
bought Lolo’s Granola rarely did so only 
one time. 

“I don’t know what it is about the reci-
pe, but people can’t seem to get enough,” 
Kassa said. However, Kassa attributes her 
business success to the customers instead 
of the product. 

“The Helena community has happily 
embraced Lolo’s Granola,” Kassa said. 
“First of all, I wouldn’t have been able 
to produce the quantity of granola for the 
farmers market if it weren’t for South 
Hills Church of Christ who graciously 
opened up their kitchen and four ovens to 
me.” 

Kassa plans to move back to Spo-
kane after graduation and expand Lolo’s 
Granola by stocking the product at local 
coffee shops and other distributers. She 
will continue selling the granola at local 
farmers markets.  

There are four different kinds of gra-
nola: cherry, craisin, blueberry, and plain. 
The containers hold 16 ounces of granola 
and cost $10 per container regardless of 
flavor. Orders can be placed by email-
ing lolosgranola@gmail.com.  

“Hopefully soon, Lolo’s Granola 
will be coming to a store near you,” 
Kassa said. 

In addition to being an expert grano-
la-maker, Kassa is known to her friends, 
teammates, and fellow students as an 
exceptionally kind person. A member of 
the Carroll College volleyball team, Kassa 
has won the NAIA Champions of Charac-
ter award the past two years. The award is 
voted on by the team, but the head coach 
agrees with the team’s decision. 

“Natalie’s life is a balance between 
faith and optimism. Regardless of what 
is thrown at her on any given day, she 
tends to stay positive,” said Maureen 
Boyle, head coach of the Carroll College 
volleyball team. “Her smile can brighten 
up a room, and her congenial personali-
ty gives off tremendous energy to those 
around her.” 

Kassa has also been an active student 
throughout her time at Carroll. She is a 
member of the Carroll College Entrepre-
neurship Program and the Sigma Beta 
Delta Honor Society, a national society 
dedicated to honoring students who excel 
in the study of business across the United 
States. 

Although the granola is delicious, the 
unique part of Lolo’s Granola is that Kas-
sa makes it herself. 

“The granola is delicious," said Ayla 
Carpenter, a freshman business major 
from Graham, Washington. "But it’s even 
better because Natalie will always deliver 
it with a smile that brightens up my day."

Marija Nicksic

Student Writer
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Students discuss a research poster during SURF.                        Photo courtesy of Aiko Bongolan.

The Carroll anthrozoology department 
is taking a summer study abroad trip to 
South Africa, titled “Wildlife Conserva-
tion, Economic and Care: Anthrozoology 
in South Africa.”   

The trip will take place from May 15 
and go until June 5. Students will earn 
six anthrozoology credits and  fulfill their 
global diversity requirement upon return-
ing to the United States at the end of the 
trip. All majors were welcome to apply, 
and a couple of students not majoring in 
anthrozoology will be taking part. A total 
of 15 majors and non-majors alike are 

participating in the faculty led trip.  
Students will pay $6,460 for the trip. 

The cost includes room and board, meals, 
airfare, excursions, local transportation, 
and insurance. The faculty led trip is 
being run through Ecolife Expeditions, 
an organization that provides groups of 
students with experiences and opportuni-
ties in the African outdoors working with 
animals and conservationists. Typically, 
Ecolife Expeditions hosts veterinary stu-
dents, but they worked with Carroll’s Dr. 
Marie Suthers, professor of anthrozoolo-
gy, to tailor the program to undergraduate 
students. 

“I’ve been wanting to do a trip to Afri-
ca, and here was the opportunity I’d been 
looking for,” Suthers said. 

This trip is a result of Suthers' efforts 
in working with the folks at Ecolife to 
tweak their usual program to suit Carroll’s 
students’ needs. In particular, Suthers 
gave credit to Andrew Lucas and Profes-
sor Wouter van Hoven for being the two 
from Ecolife who really worked with her 
to make this trip a reality. 

Suthers stressed that, in addition to 
working with wildlife, students will also 
be exposed to South African culture and 
history. Students are required to research 
and give presentations on a historical 
event that took place in South Africa, as 
well as three animals native to the region.   

"I am most looking forward to learn-
ing about a new culture, interacting with 
the local people and animals, and seeing 

South Africa with a group of people," said 
Morgan Harrington, a sophomore anthro-
zoology major from Missoula. 

In total, students will be spending 20 
days traveling throughout South Africa, 
participating in, or observing various 
conservation activities. Cassie Cady, a 
student who will be participating, made 
it clear that she was most excited for the 
darting practice they get to participate 
in. Students will get to try their hand at 
hitting a moving target with a tranquilizer 
dart, from a helicopter. 

The opportunities provided to partic-
ipants in this study abroad trip are far 
ranging and can be credited to the anthro-
zoology department and Dr. Suthers.

Anthrozoology travels to South Africa
Chet Bardwell

Student Writer

      Maynooth, Ireland. Siena, Italy. 
Meknes, Morocco. Students at Carroll 
College have the opportunity to study in 
these cities as well as many during their 
college career.

The Carroll College study abroad pro-
gram has grown in recent years with the 
addition of the Artaza Center for Excel-
lence in Global Education. The Artaza 
Center works with faculty and students 
to organize study and service abroad 
programs.  

Studying abroad has been growing at 
Carroll and many of the departments at 
Carroll are working on four-year plans 
that allow a student to study abroad for a 
semester.  

Many students often have a misconcep-
tion about studying abroad due to their 
major. As an anthrozoology major myself, 
I haven’t been confident in studying 
abroad because of the specific courses I 
need to take and not being able to take 
them abroad, such as canine training.  

“It is best to meet with me first and 
discuss the goals you want to achieve 
through studying abroad and then meet 
with your advisor,” said Shannon Ackeret, 
the assistant director of global education. 
“We can help guide your academics, 
but the earlier that you meet with your 
advisor after meeting with me, the easier 
it is to figure out what classes you need 
and which ones are offered abroad. When 
discussed early enough, it won’t extend 
your time at Carroll.” 

Junior Rita Stevenson, a biology 
major from Laurel, Montana, is currently 
studying abroad in Maynooth, Ireland, 
and credits the Artaza Center and director, 
Cheri Long for her opportunity to study 
abroad. 

“Applying for a study abroad program 
through the Artaza Center is so easy,” Ste-
venson said. “The process is really simple 
and self-explanatory and makes you feel 
good about your decision to spend a se-
mester across the ocean, which can seem 
pretty terrifying, honestly.” 

Stevenson and Ackeret echo each other 
in letting students know that financial 
situations should not be the reason you 
don’t study abroad. Although Stevenson 

procrastinated on applying for scholar-
ships for her current semester abroad, she 
wants students to know that they are out 
there. 

“However, I did receive a scholarship 
for my trip to Tanzania with GapMedics,” 
Stevenson said. “The scholarship helped 
me to pay for my expensive airline ticket 
and some of my placement fees.” 

When I met with Ackeret to discuss 
the scholarships that are available for 
students, she explained that there are truly 
many options for students. The Artaza 
Center Student Scholarship helps students 
cover any costs associated with studying 
abroad. The scholarship won’t cover the 
full amount of any trip, but can certainly 
help any international travel programs.  

Many of the countries that Carroll has 
programs based in also offer scholarships 
for students to attend. The scholarships 
are often for a specific field of study or 
program, but help defer the cost to go 
abroad. 

“Any student who is PELL grant eligi-
ble through their financial aid, qualify to 
apply for the Benjamin A. Gilman Schol-
arship,” Ackeret said. “The scholarship 
helps students who have a limited ability 
to afford a semester abroad, the opportu-
nity to travel.” 

This summer a program is being offered 
for Anthrozoology students and any who 
are interested. For the first time, Profes-
sor of Anthrozoology Marie Suthers is 
leading a trip to South Africa. For many 
anthrozoology students, this is their only 
opportunity to study abroad. 

Morgan Harrington, a sophomore an-
throzoology major from Missoula, is one 
of the lucky students traveling to South 
Africa to work with the local people, learn 
the culture, and learn to take care of the 
wildlife in national parks. 

“I’ve always wondered what it would 
take to interact and take care of wild an-
imals in national park,” Harrington said. 
“I’ve also always wanted to visit Africa, 
so this was the perfect combination.” 

Harrington was also awarded the Artaza 
Center Student Scholarship for the trip to 
South Africa.  

Ackeret encourages students to study 
abroad as for some students it can make a 
difference in where their life goes.  

“We’ve never had a student come back 
with a negative taste of studying abroad,” 
Ackeret said. “They’ve always come back 
with a fire in their heart to do more. It’s so 
important to have experiences outside the 
classroom and to broaden your horizon.”

Studying abroad 
lights a fire for 
students to travel

A record number of Carroll College 
students took part in Carroll’s Student 
Undergraduate Research Festival on 
April 25. There were more than 100 
applications from students who wanted to 
present their topics, and the topics ranged 
anywhere from chemistry to theater. 

“To me, SURF was a very rewarding 
experience. My paper was on research 
that I did as part of a philosophy of love 
class,” said Courtney Rustik, a senior 
elementary education major from Eugene, 
Oregon. “I felt my research was important 
because it allowed me to look in to and 
present a different view of love than the 
one we often see in the media.” 

SURF is a way of bringing students and 
research together and honoring the hard 
work that these students have dedicated to 
making the presentations. Each year, the 
number of students participating goes up, 
and this year was no different.   

Some of the many highlights includ-
ed Chloe Hendrickson, a senior English 
writing and literature double major from 
Benton, Kentucky, who had two presenta-
tions this year. Hendrickson presented her 
senior thesis on Euripides' Greek tragedy, 
“Medea,” and contemporary revisions 
of the play. Hendrickson analyzed the 
differences and similarities between three 
play’s intersectional feminist politics. 

“Writing a thesis is the most intensive 
thing you do in college, and at SURF, 
you are appreciated for all those endless 
hours you spent in the lab or the library," 
Hendrickson said. "My advice for those 
who want to present next year is to pick 
something you are passionate about.” 

Kavida Naidu, a sophomore philosophy 
and political science double major from 
Quatre Bornes, Mauritius, presented on 
the representation of black femininity in 
mainstream media and the prison system. 
She contended that U.S. media is using 
black female artists just to make a profit, 
and she analyzed the 2014 Time Maga-
zine cover of Beyoncé to prove her point. 

“I had an enriching experience par-
ticipating in SURF,” Naidu said. “I not 
only got the opportunity to present my 
research, but also, watch other students' 
research works as well and I learned many 
interesting things from them.” 

Science departments had a strong 
showing at this year’s SURF. One of the 
topics was about storm water bio-reten-
tion and treatment system for the Mesa 
North housing complex, UCSD, presented 
by Scott Marshall, a senior civil engineer-
ing major from Boise, Idado, and Antonio 
Ranieri, a senior civil engineering major 
from Portland, Oregon. Their project 
focused on the water supply shortage for 
campus housing at University of Califor-
nia, San Diego.  

Marshall also relished the opportunity 
to present research he had worked hard 
on. 

"I really enjoyed having the opportunity 
to showcase the hard work Antonio and I 
have done in researching and developing 
a water treatment system," Marshall said. 
"We have been working on this project for 
an entire school year." 

SURF is an annual event that takes 
place in April. Students interested in sub-
mitting work for the 2018 SURF should 
contact their department heads or SURF 
committee.

Students share research 
conducted at Carroll

Jacob Rosen

Co-Editor

Student 
Columnist

BREANNA CALDWELL
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Seniors, do not forget to com-
plete your Graduate Survey or 
your Financial Aid exit interview 
prior to cap and gown pick-up 
times. 

Additionally, any student life or 
business office holds will prevent 
you from being able to receive 
your academic regalia.  

n Wednesday, May 10 
and Thursday, May 11  
 
• Cap & gown distribution: 
Wednesday: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., 
Thursday: 9 a.m. - Noon., O'Con-
nell Hall Lobby/Purple Confer-
ence Room  

Pick up your cap, gown, hood, 
Baccalaureate tickets, Com-
mencement tickets, brunch tick-
ets, and line-up number. At this 
time, you may bring items for the 
class time capsule. Smaller me-
mentos like your ID cards, name 
tags, and photos are best because 
space is limited. 

n Friday, May 12   
• Graduation rehearsal: 
(Mandatory for seniors)   
1 p.m., Physical Education Cen-
ter 

Come learn the details for 
Commencement Day. You will 
also practice lining up, processing 
in, and walking across the stage. 
This year, rehearsal will be on the 
same day as the Helena Vigilante 
Parade, so please plan according-
ly by allowing extra time to get 
around town and to rehearsal.  
 
• President’s Toast: 

3 p.m., St. Charles Steps 

Join your classmates for the 
President's Toast to the Class of 
2017, followed by the Unveiling 
of Bricks. Graduates will also fill 
their class time capsule. Families 
and special guests are invited. 

n Saturday, May 13  
 
• Baccalaureate Mass 
(Tickets Required)  
Doors open at 8:30 a.m., grad-
uates must assemble on south 
lawn of the cathedral at 9:30 
a.m., ceremony begins at 10 
a.m., Cathedral of St. Helena  

Because of limited seating 
capacity in the Cathedral, admis-
sion to Baccalaureate is by ticket 
only. Tickets allow entrance into 
the main level of the Cathedral, 
but they do not guarantee a seat. 
Overflow seating will be available 
in the Brondel Center (basement) 
where the Mass will be simulcast 
and Communion will be served. 

In case of inclement weather, 
a rain plan will be announced. 
Immediately following Mass, you 
will proceed to the front steps of 
the cathedral for a class photo-
graph.   
 
• Commencement Brunch (Tick-
ets required) – 11 a.m. - 1 p.m., 
Cube  
 
A Commencement Brunch for 
graduates, families, and guests 
is offered at the dining hall. The 

deadline to order tickets online is 
Thursday, May 4th. Tickets are $15 
each. Children 10 and under are 
charged $8. Graduates are free.  
 
• Commencement Ceremony 
(Tickets required) – Doors open 
at 12:30 p.m., ceremony begins 
at 2 p.m., PE Center 

 
• 1:30 p.m. – Degree candidates 
assemble per rehearsal instruc-
tions.  

Each graduate is issued nine 
tickets for family members and 
guests; all tickets are free and 
they are not required for children 
under two.  Families are encour-
aged to arrive early to select suit-
able seats. An overflow viewing 
area for Commencement will be 
available in the new Hunthausen 
Activity Center, just adjacent to 
the P.E. Center, where the Com-
mencement ceremony will be 
broadcast via live webcast. In ad-
dition, the ceremony will be avail-
able online. Details and the online 
viewing link are posted on the 
Commencement webpage www.
carroll.edu/commencement. 

In case of inclement weather, a 
rain plan will be announced for 
senior line-up.

2017 Graduation calendar
Raena Whitney

Student Writer

Spring finals schedule



The Carroll College track and field 
team has been waiting all season for the 
breakout performance that they knew they 
had under their belt. It came in a big way 
Saturday at the Montana Open at Dorn-
blaser Field in Missoula.

Five athletes and two relay teams 
earned NAIA qualifying marks for the 
first time this season. Two other athletes 
improved from B standard marks to A 
standard marks and several others athletes 
made big increases Saturday.

"It was unbelievable," Head Coach 
Harry Clark said. "We had a great meet. 
I think the kids were waiting for really 
good competition and good weather and 
they tore it up today. They were pushed 
for the first time this season, and the 
weather was perfect for track and field, 
I couldn't be more excited for the way 
they stepped up and performed today. I 
really can't think of anything negative that 
happened today."

In the women's 400-meter dash, Kara 
Barth hit the NAIA A qualifying standard 
with a time of 56.55. She took second in 
the event, just ahead of Monica White 
and Keely Ehmann. The duo tied for third 
with a time of 57.05.

The three would team up with Han-
nah Porch at the end of the day to hit the 
NAIA A qualifying time in the 4x400-me-
ter dash with a time of 3:47.10. The time 

is the third-fasted in the NAIA to date and 
only the fourth sub-3:50 times to be run 
this season.

On the track for the men, Chance 
Hyatt unleashed a monster time in the 
1,500-meter run. He won the race with a 
time of 3:51.43, hitting the NAIA A stan-
dard and putting up the second-best time 
in the country to date.

The men's 4x400-meter team was edged 
by the Montana State team by just .17 
seconds. The time 3:15.87 is tied for the 
eighth-best time in the country and hits 
the NAIA A qualifying standard.

In the field events, Terah Cundith, who 
earned All-American honors at indoor na-
tionals in the pole vault, hit the NAIA-A 
mark with a vault of 11-11.75. Hannah 
Porch hit the NAIA-B standard in the 
long jump with a leap of 18-feet-0.5, and 
Crystal Schmidt jumped into third place 
in the country in the javelin with a throw 
of 150-feet-11. She won the event by over 
11 feet.

Keaton Brady hit the NAIA-A standard 
in the pole vault with a vault of 15-feet-
5.0, good enough for 10th in the NAIA. 
In the shot put Beaugh Meyer hit the 
NAIA-B standard with a throw of 50-feet-
2.0 but he was outshined by teammate 
Chris Emter who moved into fifth place in 
the country with a throw of 55-feet-01.5, 
good enough for second place.

David Barnett let loose with the Javelin 
and launched a throw 200-feet-5.0. Just 
the second throw to surpass 200 feet in 

the NAIA this season. He sits just behind 
Eastern Oregon's Pancho Saldana who 
was the runner-up to Barnett at the NAIA 
Championship a season ago.

Outside of the qualifiers, Samantha 
Mundel won the 5,000-meter run, Leah 
Esposito was second in the steeplechase, 
the women's 4x100-meter relay team won 
its race and Schmidt took third in the high 
jump.

On the men's side, Kyle Nickol and 
Steve Helm went 1-2 in the 400-meter 
dash, Jack Dunley edged out Montana's 
Karsten Pease for the win in the 800-me-
ter run and Gunnar Hilborn just missed 
qualifying for in the pole vault but fin-

ished third.
"It was really fun to watch," Clark said. 

"Every single kid was there for a reason, 
and they stepped up and did a great job. 
Everything was positive, the people that 
were there, Carroll fans and other fans, 
everyone was very complimentary on 
how well we did. We finally got a good 
meet with competition and weather, and 
we showed what we could do. There are a 
few more kids that we expect to improve 
and get qualified, but we are in a really 
good spot."

The Saints next travel to Great Falls for 
the UGF Argo Open at Memorial Stadium 
in Great Falls on Saturday, May 6th.

This is the first semester that Carroll’s 
Hockey Club has had enough players and 
support to be competitive. The team com-

petes in the Helena Adult Hockey League, 
where they have been playing against 
local teams. On April 8, they played Mon-
tana State University and won 6-4. 

The game started out as a 0-0 battle 
until Captain Jordan Jernigan, a senior 

business administration major from 
Minneapolis, scored the first goal. The 
crowd erupted as Carroll scored its first 
goal competing against another collegiate 
team.  

“The feeling of scoring the first goal 
was unreal,” Jernigan said. “I told myself 
before the game that I wanted the first 
goal to set the tone, and fortunately, it 
paid off.” 

At the end of the first period, Car=roll 
was ahead 2-0 over MSU. The game 
picked up in the second period. Both 
teams scored two more goals, bringing the 
game to 4-2.  

During the second intermission, the 
crowd to rose to their feet and sang along 
as "Sweet Caroline" played. This is 
something that is done at football games 
before entering into the fourth quarter. 
This practice helps get the crowd back 
into the game.  

The stage was set for the third period 
of play. MSU came out swinging, scoring 
twice to Carroll's one point after the 
second intermission. Late in the game, 
Carroll was able to put one more in the 

net making the final score 6-4. This was 
Carroll’s Hockey Club’s first win against 
another college opponent. 

Jernigan had two goals and two assists. 
Collin Sassano had two goals. Craig 
Buford had one goal and one assist. Paul 
Hart had one assist. Kolby Killoy had one 
goal and one assist.  

This game was a big step towards es-
tablishing a hockey team Carroll, but for 
now, the team continues to be associated 
with student activities instead of athletics. 
This is partly because of the small number 
of players and lack of funding.  

“I didn’t know if I’d be allowed to play 
in the hockey game with spring football 
practice,” said Hart, a sophomore civil en-
gineering major from Helena. “I am glad 
that Coach Van Diest let me play, because 
it was a ton of fun playing hockey again.” 

There is hope, however, that Carroll 
will continue seeing activities such as 
hockey grow. 

“Carroll is looking to add games like 
this in the upcoming years,” said Bradly 
Maddock, the assistant student activities 
director. 
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Junior Austin Egan.                                      Photo courtesy of Carroll Athletics.

Saints golf has strong showing in Arizona

Colter Hamel

Student Writer

Track team prepares for nationals
Carroll Sports Information

Carroll College golfers took on their 
Frontier Conference foes at the confer-
ence championships in Tempe, Arizona. 

The Saints finished 5th in the tour-
nament on the men’s side with a strong 
performance from Austin Egan, a junior 
engineering major from Billings. He 
finished in 3rd place.   

“Hats off to Austin for grinding it out 
and putting himself in this position to 
compete for a championship,” said head 
coach Bennett MacIntyre. “It will be a 
valuable experience as he goes into his 
senior year ready to lead this team.” 

On the women's side, the Saints finished 
3rd overall, with Katie Goins, a senior 
from Gig Harbor, Washington, leading the 
way. 

“I am thrilled for Katie,” MacIntyre 

said. “To finish your last conference tour-
nament in the top five is a great way to 
close it out. She was the Frontier Fresh-
man of the Year four years ago, so it is 
great to see her finish off her career where 
it started.” 

This tournament marks the end of 
Carroll's Justin Galiher, Chase Farrell and 
Colton Rudie and Katie Goins careers. 
They will graduate this spring. 

“Carroll golf has meant everything to 
me the past four years," said Galiher, a 
senior psychology major from Missoula. 
"It is one of the main reasons I chose to 
come to school here. Every year, we have 
had a great group of guys who commit 
themselves to being the best on and off 
the course and those guys have become 
like brothers to me.”  

The Saints will hit the links again in the 
fall. They hope to make some noise in the 
Frontier Conference 2017-2018 season.

Daniel Salle

Student Writer

Carroll's hockey team wins first major game

President Thomas Evans shaking hands with senior Jordan Jernigan.                 Photo courtesy of Jordan Jernigan.

Senior Kara Barth ahead of sophomore Keely Ehmann                                   Photo courtesy of Carroll Athletics.



The Carroll Saints football squad 
wrapped up their spring season on Satur-
day, April 22. 

The Saints have been practicing 
through March and April to prepare for 
their season next fall. Leading the Saints 
into the season will be Tanner Gustavsen, 
a biochemistry major from Boise, Idaho, 
who will be Carroll's senior quarterback 
for the 2017-18 season. 

“We have a lot of versatile athletes 
on offense, and spring ball was a good 
opportunity to find out how to utilize each 
individual’s talent,” Gustavsen said. “As 
an offense, from the o-line to skill players, 
we are a step closer to being ready for 
game day.” 

Gustavsen got some experience under 
his belt last season because the standing 
quarterback suffered a leg injury.  

The 2017 season will also be Head 
Coach Michael Van Diest’s 19th season as 
the head coach for Carroll. 

“Our goal for spring ball was to come 
out two deep at each position on the depth 
chart, and I would say that we are about 
90 percent there,” Van Diest said. “We are 
still looking for a second starting corner-
back, but Drew Melton was out with an 

injury this spring, and we are excited to 
see what he can do.” 

Beaugh Meyer, David Anderson, and 
Isazah King were three players on defense 
that turned coaches' heads this spring, ac-

cording to Van Diest. For offense, he said 
that running-backs Major Ali and Ryan 
Walsh are players to be excited about. 

The Saints will kick off their season 
on Thursday, August 31 in a night game 

against their rival and two-time defending 
Frontier Conference champions, Montana 
Tech, in Butte.
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Volleyball prepares for fall 
season and builds roster

Spring football wraps up season

Coach Hogan working with the lineman.                     Photo courtesy of Carroll Athletics.

Sports

After winning the Frontier Conference 
Championships, Carroll's volleyball team 
looks forward to the 2017 season.   

Head Coach Maureen Boyle is busy 
recruiting for the upcoming season. The 
Saints have signed four new student ath-
letes for Fall 2017. Boyle signed Helena 
High standout Taelyr Krantz, a two-time 
All-Conference and All-State athlete to 
help take over key positions come fall.   

“One goal we have is to defend the 
Frontier Conference title we’ve won the 
last two years,” Boyle said. “Our returners 
are expected to carry the torch from the 
season before.” 

The Saints finished the 2016 season 
with an overall record of 24-8. The team 
hopes to bring last seasons momentum 
into the upcoming year.   

Outside hitter Marija Nicksic, a junior 
history major from Valparaiso, Indiana, 
is ready to hit the court and defend their 
championship. 

“Next season is going to be tough be-
cause we did so well last season,” Nicksic 
said. “We lost three seniors who contrib-
uted a lot to the team, but we have a lot of 
talented players this year too. I’m excited 
about what we can do.”   

The team will begin practice in August. 
Boyle expects the team to arrive ready to 
work. 

“We will expect the upperclassmen to 
remain committed to the program and all 
those involved in the program,” Boyle 
said. “It is more important that we are 
a unit come fall than to have a group of 
individuals report to camp in August.” 

The Saints home opener is on August 
23 at 7 p.m. against Evergreen State 
College.  

Isabelle Hunt

Student Writer
At noon on March 18, Carroll College's 

men's basketball team ended their historic 
season in the Elite Eight for the second 
consecutive year. This time, they were 
defeated by the Running Eagles of Life 
University, a school based in Marietta, 
Georgia. 

Carroll College played the entire game 
against Life University from behind. The 
Fighting Saints proved to be resilient, 
but it was not enough. Down 52-37 with 
17:53 left in the second half, the Running 
Eagles seemed to be in control of the 
game. The Saints would rally off a 34-21 
run to allow them to get within two points 
with 2.3 seconds on the clock. The final 
score was 73-71. 

After a timeout, the Saints got the ball 
to Zach Taylor, a senior health science 
major from Duvall, Washington, at the 
top of the key. After drawing his defender, 
Taylor would find an open Ryan Imhoff, 
a junior chemistry major from Napa, 

California. Imhoff was unbelievably 
wide open on the wing. His shot fell just 
short as the buzzer rang, and this moment 
would end the Saints' great season.  

Taylor played his last game on Satur-
day afternoon, and he will join a very 
exclusive club after scoring 2,000 points 
through his illustrious career, according to 
Carroll athletics.  

He is the lone senior, and the rest of the 
Fighting Saints squad will return. 

“I would just like to thank my entire 
team. It has truly been a fun ride that I 
will cherish for the rest of my life,” Taylor 
said.  

The future is still bright for the Saints, 
whose whole team will return with the 
exception of Taylor.  

"We return a ton of our players. Our 
players are fun to be around and coach," 
said Head Coach Carson Cunningham. "I 
am excited when I think about the future, 
but right now it is just tough because you 
want to keep playing, you want to keep 
coaching them. We were one possession 
away, so it stings." 

Mens basketball historic 
season ends at Nationals

Lorel Johnson

Student Writer

Daniel Salle

Student Writer

Senior Jonni Dorr.               Photo courtesy of Carroll Athletics.

Senior Zach Taylor and junior Ryan Imhoff.             Photo courtesy of Carroll Athletics.
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Campus events
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Last day of classes
12:30 p.m. Pre-law Advising 
Meeting

5 p.m. Mountain Bike Monday
8 p.m. CCF Ignite

5 p.m. Psych Club Conference 
Panel
 7:30 p.m. Jazz Band Spring 
Concert

12 p.m. Job Fair 
1 p.m. Cycling Class
Trail Running Wednesday 

7 p.m. MimeprovReading day, no classes
8:30 a.m. Book Buyback

12 p.m. Residence Halls 
close for graduates

10 a.m. Baccalaureate 
Mass 
11 a.m. Commencement 
Brunch
2 p.m. Commencement

Final examinations
8:30 a.m. Book Buyback

10 a.m. Senior Future 
Faith Brunch
4 p.m. Choir Spring Concert

Final day to drop a Session 1 
class for 100% refund

8 a.m. Final Spring Grades due 
from faculty

12 p.m. Residence Halls 
close, non-graduates
8:30 a.m. Book Buyback
5:30 p.m. Nursing Recogni-
tion Ceremony

Final examinations
8:30 a.m. Book Buyback

Final examinations
8:30 a.m. Book Buyback

Final examinations
8:30 a.m. Book Buyback

Memorial Day, no classes

Session 1 courses begin

"The Zookeeper's Wife"

Based on a true story about Poland 
during 1939, "The Zookeeper’s Wife" is a 
drama film that tells the story of heroism 
in a time of darkness and helplessness.  

The film is about a couple, Antonina 
and Jan Zabinski, who ran the Warsaw 
Zoo. However, WWII soon emerged, 
and after experiencing the bombings 
and seeing the treatment of the Jews, the 
Zabinskis decided to turn their zoo into a 
haven.  

The Warsaw ghetto was near the zoo; 

Jan would smuggle the Jews out, and 
Antonina was in charge of guarding them 
with the animals. The Nazis eventually 
overtook the Warsaw Zoo, taking it down 
with bombs and guns and selling the 
exotic animals.  

After the zoo was destroyed from gun 
shootings, Jan asked to turn the zoo into 
a pig farm. The Nazis agreed to let the 
Zabinskis do so, but this was how the 
family was still able to hide Jews safely 
without much suspicion. With the help of 
Antonina’s charm and close relationship 
with the Nazis, she assured the guerillas 
that they didn’t need to worry about what 

was happening at the zoo. As a result, 
they mostly kept their distance. 

The movie tells a story of hope in 
which 300 Jews were protected by the 
Zabinskis during the Holocaust, demon-
strating the amount of courage it took 
those rescuers to step up and take action 
in a time of need. Antonina is the focus of 
the film because she shows as much love 
and compassion for her animals as she 
does for the Jews she protects.  

In addition to the importance of 
rescuing, the movie highlights the harsh 
realities of war while keeping it fami-
ly-friendly. The movie provides a sani-

tized and appropriate way for children to 
learn about the Holocaust, unlike films 
such as "Schindler’s List." 

For all the animal lovers and people 
that don’t like scary movies, I would 
recommend going to see this movie while 
it is still playing at the Myrna Loy.  

Additionally, if you want the more 
detailed version of the story you can read 
the book "Antonia’s List," which provides 
full insight on Antonina’s journals and the 
stories of the Jews she was with.

Grade: C+

Tegan Lane

Student Writer
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SnapChats
15

Got a snapchat worth  sharing? 
Send it to 

Prospector@carroll.edu and it 
could be  featured in the next issue 

of The Prospector!

 ibber Jabber
"What was your best 

Carroll memory?"
"Scoring the first goal in Carroll's 

inaugural hockey game"
Jordan Jernigan

senior
business administration

Great Falls
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Katie Perrigot
sophomore
education

Rupert, Idaho

“My favorite memory is that we 
put posters up around campus 
saying that there “Free tacos in 

Dan Theis’ office” and people 
actually went to his office asking 

where the tacos were”
Ximena Mendieta

senior
nursing

Napa, California

"Swimming in the fountain at 
2 a.m. with MollyKate Stein on 

Kurt Parker's birthday"
Heather Huguet

senior
heath science and public health

Missoula

“My best friend is on track and 
when we roomed together on 
fourth Charlie’s she’d wake me 
up around 5:30 or 6:00 in the 

morning when the sunrises were 
exceptional. I’d wake up mad 
at first but the sunrise views 

from fourth Charlie’s really are 
beautiful”

Raena Whitney
senior

communications
Spokane

"One of my favorite things to do 
was Service Saturdays, as these 

were always a great time to 
interact with different students 

and come together to serve others. 
It's nice being able to give back to 
a community that supports us so 

much.”  
Ashley-Ann Goddard

senior
business administration and Spanish

Lewiston, Montana

“Snowshoeing in 80 degree 
weather to Park Lake in shorts 

and Birkenstocks and socks with 
my best friend”
MollyKate Stein

senior
health science

Soda Springs, Idaho

“Beating Montana Tech at home 
on a last second field goal with so 
many friends and family there to 
support me, and the fact it was 

my first start at QB in nearly five 
years”

JT Linder
senior

accounting
Dillon, Montana

"My favorite memory was 
beating Rocky on senior night, 

surrounded by friends and family, 
to clinch the conference champi-
onship. After the match, Natalie, 
Jonni, and I stood together, hand 
in hand, in awe of all that we have 

accomplished with our team-
mates the last four years."

Paige Montgomery
senior

accounting and finance
Spokane

Monica Suek
sophomore

nursing
Valier, Montana

Jadeen Sakuye
junior

communications
Honolulu

Kellen Miller
junior

engineering
Tenino, Washington

Jamie Severson
sophomore

public health and communications
Bozeman

Emily Crews
junior

nursing
Stevensville, Montana

Katie Zink and Nicole Kraut
senior and junior

nursing
Billings and Post Falls, Idaho

Jose Mena
junior

business
Guatemala City

Steve Helm and Isaac Bostrom
freshman and junior

computer science and English writing
Valparaiso, Indiana and Helena



Homeruns, strikeouts, and sunny 
skies made Carroll’s annual 
softball weekend a hit among 
students at Batch Fields. A total 

of 36 teams participated, but only one 
team came out on top, and I wish it could 
have been mine, the CAtastrophe's. 

Sliding into Your DM’s came out on 
top during the coveted weekend among 
students, faculty, and staff. Sliding into 
Your DM’s won their bracket during the 
games on Saturday, April 22 and had to 
wait until Sunday, April 23 at 11 a.m. to 
play their first play-off game. The final 
score in the championship game was 15 to 
10, with Sliding into Your DM's beating 
out the Little Bro's.

Sliding into Your DM’s team members 
consisted of sophomores Cameron Wall, 
Jose Porras, Kyle Thomson, Jonathan 
Taylor, Riley Prescott, Dale Hansen, Na-
talie Husband, Bailey Ferda, Lexi Steele, 
Morgan Harrington, Megan Bousliman, 
and Tyler Piazzola. 

Each team that registered to play had to 
play three games on Saturday before find-
ing out if they advanced to the playoffs. 
Of the 36 teams who registered for the 
weekend, only six teams made it 
to the playoffs.  

What started off at a 
cool 36 degrees ended 
in sunburns and 
sunshine for most 
people—well, for 
me, at least. Instead 
of going back to 
campus or to the 
off-campus shenan-
igans, I decided to 
stay at Batch fields 
and watch my fellow 
Saints play ball. And 
get a sunburn while 
doing so. 

“For me, the most enjoyable 
part of the weekend was hanging out 
with all of my anthrozoology friends and 
being on the same team as them,” said Ali 
Hance, a sophomore anthrozoology major 
from San Francisco. “The game itself was 
a lot of fun, and being able to play with 
my friends was awesome.” 

The smell of hamburgers and hotdogs 
reminded players that they could find 
snacks without having to leave Batch 

Fields, especially if they had back-to-back 
games. 

Students of the same major joined 
together to form teams, but these 

students were more than 
just classmates--they 

were friends. The se-
nior nursing majors 
formed the team 
First Aid and 
enjoyed one last 
hurrah together 
before grad-
uation, when 
they all go their 
separate ways. 

“Being able 
to hang out with 

the girls and Terry 
outside of the class-

room was by far the 
most enjoyable part for me,” 

said Ximena Mendieta, a senior 
nursing major from Napa, California. 
“We were able to just make some funny 
memories, and I’m sure I’ll look back and 
think ‘these people weren’t just friends in 
school, they are friends for life.’” 

Carroll hired the Helena Umpires Asso-
ciation to provide umpires for the week-
end and make the crucial calls strikes, 
balls, and outs for the teams. 

Upon reflection of the weekend, Mend-
ieta noted that some players were more 
into the game than others. These players 
would get upset when umpires made bad 
calls or when their teams had errors. The 
umpires did their best work to make the 
right calls, but some players have a com-
plaint about a rule that was not well-com-
municated to teams before play. 

“There is a home run rule that actually 
caused The Underdogs to lose our last 
game,” Hance said. “In our last game, we 
had two home runs, but only one count-
ed. Instead of counting that person out, 
they should be able to go to first base. We 
would have won our game if that hap-
pened! Our captain was not aware of this 
rule before the game.” 

Sliding into Your DM’s ultimately 
played six games before being crowned 
champions of the weekend. The champi-
onship game came down to Sliding into 
Your DM’s and the Lil Bro’s, but we 
know who ultimately won. 

“I hope in the future there can be a 
happy medium between people being so 
into the game and those who there to just 
have a good time,” Mendieta said. “I hope 
people can talk about the fun times they 
had and the memories made rather than 
the bad ump calls or the team errors.”
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Sliding Into Your DM's winning team.  Back row left to right: Tyler Piazzola, Dale Hansen, Kyle Thomson, Jose Porras, Riley Prescott, Jonathan Taylor. Front row left to right: Lexi Steele, Megan Bousli-
man, Cameron Wall, Morgan Harrington, BaileyFerda, Natalie Husband                                                          Photo courtesy of Pat Harris.

Sliding into softball weekend 

I hope people can talk 
about the fun times they 

had and the memories 
made rather than the 
bad ump calls or team 

errors. 
Ximena Mendieta

Pitcher Samantha Walsh with her team Dirty Dozen                  Photo courtesy of Aiko Bongolan The Community Living CAtastrophes.            Photo courtesy of Emily Weideman.
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