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Steve Harper: Computer Science
Carroll's champion racewalker, walks quietly away

Steve Harper is a professor of 
computer science. Harper has been 
teaching at Carroll since 1988.

“Way back then we actually had a 
class for Word and Excel because so 
many students had zero experience with 
them (hard to believe, huh?). These 
days the programming and database 
classes are a lot more exciting because 
students learn by creating projects 
ranging from new computer games 
to database projects that their parents 
could use at their workplaces,” says 
Harper. “The creativity of the Carroll 
students always amazes me.

When I need to write a 
recommendation letter, I can look back 
at their database project to help find 
the words to tell future employers or 
graduate schools.”

Computer science senior John Smillie 
from Helena, Montana has been taught 
by Harper.

"He was incredibly encouraging 
while still challenging his students. 
Always a great teacher and mentor," 
Smillie said. "His good nature made 
him very easy to approach."

Math and data science senior John 
Carstens from Boring, Oregon, is 
another student of Harper's.

"I loved how willing he was to help 
his students. I was never afraid to go to 

office hours with him," said Carstens.
Harper has always kept busy and will 

continue to do so after Carroll.
“My wife, Pam Campbell, who is a 

counselor at Carroll's Wellness Center, 
and I raised our 
two daughters by 
camping, hiking, 
trying to keep 
up with them on 
skis, and with a 
sabbatical in South 
Africa.”

One of the 
hobbies Harper 
is known for is 
racewalking.

“I got started 
racewalking when 
Jonathan Matthews 
came to teach at 
Carroll. That led to 
an unofficial world 
record for 64-year-
olds in the 50K 
racewalk (31.1 
miles). A couple of 
years back, the US 
record keeper also 
told me that I was 
the oldest person 
ever to qualify for 
the US Olympic 
trials 50K racewalk, placing 13 out of 
the 15 who qualified.”

The community cheers for his race 

walking, but is sad that he’s walking 
away. 

“Steve is one of those people whose 
warmth, kindness and good humor 
holds us together in tough times,” said 

Brent Northup, 
professor of 
communication. 
“Like Sister 
Annette (Moran), 
Steve radiates 
an unselfishness 
that’s 
contagious.”

Northup says 
that the spirit 
of the school 
lies not in its 
programs or its 
press releases, 
but in the heart of 
people like Steve.

“We pride 
ourselves in 
being a loving 
campus that cares 
deeply about 
each other,” 
says Northup. 
“That loving 
spirit is nurtured 
by people who 
quietly walk 

the walk, while others just talk the 
talk. Steve is one of those who we can 
confidently follow, because his Harper 

compass always points due north. He 
also has a wacky Monty Python streak 
that keeps us sane.”

Grant Hokit, professor of biology, 
also appreciates the smiles Steve brings 
to campus.

"Steve is a wonderful combination 
of kindness, compassion and empathy 
mixed with energy, humor and 
quirkiness,” Hokit said. “We will miss 
his presence along with the occasional 
visit from Abe Lincoln.”

Harper is often described as seeking 
to transform students, not just to 
educate them.

“He’s a wonder, that Steve. Truly,” 
said Kay Satre, professor of English. 
“He was focused on the real goal of 
learning, to become better humans.”

Math colleagues say the departmental 
equation won't be the same.

"An absolute joy to have as a friend 
and a colleague," said Kelly Cline, 
professor of mathematics. "A great 
sense of humor, always with a positive 
attitude, always keeping the students 
front and center in everything we do. 
He will be deeply missed."

Harper is grateful for the blessing of 
teaching at Carroll.

“There isn't enough room for me to 
thank all the people at Carroll who made 
it a fun place to work," said Harper. 
"Impromptu department meetings in the 
hall were occasions to joke and laugh 
and get new ideas for teaching.” 
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Steve Harper has not only been instrumental in leading the computer science program at Carroll, but to keeping spirits lifted with humor.
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