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Al may be used for both idea
creation and writing production,
so long as the student takes

Al may assist with producing

a written text, so long as the
ideas are the students' own.

An Al & Writing classification system, developed by Martin & Roncalli in 2023.

How Al is reshaping
writing and teaching

enever | hear someone
say that Al will make
our lives easier, I bite my

tongue. As along-time educator,
English teacher, and instructional
designer, I often quip that it has
done nothing but make my life
more complicated. However,
that is not a fair or balanced
assessment of the
technology and its
impact. After three
years of redesign-
ing assignments,
coaching faculty,
and teaching a
200-level col-
lege class AT &
Communication,
Ibelieve that the
worst thing we can dois look
away from this topic. For this
reason, I am honored to write the
first of five pieces by experts from
Carroll College, each reflecting
on how Al has influenced our
work. [ would also like to invite
you to come to campus tomorrow,
Wednesday, Feb. 4, at 7 p.m. for
apanel discussion titled, “Alin
Society.” I will be joined by col-
leagues and students as we pres-
ent our perspectives and engage
with this topic.

My use of the word “engage”
is intentional. Since ChatGPT
entered the world, I have spoken
to Carroll College faculty each
August before classes begin,
sharing technological updates
and offering a common frame-
work for approaching them.

RACHEL
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This year, I was clear; liking or
disliking generative Al is irrele-
vant. It is here; we must engage
with it. My second point was far
more controversial. “The long-
form essay is dead or dying,” I
declared. I could have said, “Our
assumptions about the long-

form essay are dead or dying,” but
I knew that nuance would follow.

Throughout the fall semester, I

hosted weekly Al working groups,

where professors shared newly
rebuilt assignments, challenges,
and revision ideas. These were
the latest step in our three-year

engagement with the meaning of
writing in the era of generative Al

In 2023, Dr. Elvira Roncalli
(Philosophy) and I created a
matrix as a first attempt to clas-
sify the possible uses of genera-
tive Alin writing. We made sep-
arate categories for idea creation
and text production, resulting
in four boxes of options ranging
from NO-NO to YES-YES. We
hoped to use these categories
to talk to our students about

brainstorming and proofreading,

outlining and originality. The
distinctions were helpful, but
the real-life process of writing
often doesn't follow linear steps.
A writer passes between text
production and idea generation
many times, so few real-life
examples fall neatly into one of
the four boxes. In an attempt to
make sense of Al, I had tried to
make a messy human process
as tidy as a prompt engineering

formula. A more fruitful path has
been to look at the purpose of
writing.

Why do we write? Or why are
we assigning writing tasks to
students? These have become
my go-to questions. We write
to summarize, to argue, to work
out what we really think. Others
write to explore or represent or
to prove that we have engaged
with an idea thoughtfully, for an
extended period. Writing, in all
its wonder and frustration, can do
many things, but only a few at the
same time.

In an age of always-on,
on-screen Al “assistance,” can
writing still serve these pur-
poses? Sometimes and with
certain constraints. We cannot
assume how students are creat-
ing their texts, We must be clear
on what our purpose is in every
assignment and design for it. I do
not believe that AT has destroyed
writing, but it has destroyed
our easy assumptions about the
meaning of writing. There are
many forms of writing and there
are many things that we canlearn
from writing, even in the Al-aug-
mented era. Writing is not a uni-
fied activity, and neither should
our response be.
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