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Remembrance
On May 4, 2008 the Health and Wellness Ministry from St. Frar
of Assisi Parish in Hamilton, MT heldRemembrance a

communitywide ceremony for parents who had lost a baby du
pregnancy or shortly after birth. Thirthiree babies were remembere]
The 40 plus people in attendance varied from young couples whqg
lost a child in the last year to women who had experience
miscarriage, stillbirth or infant death more than 40 years ago.

Twelve to 25 percent of pregnancies end in miscarriage. Stillbi

occur in about one in 200 pregnancies. On an average day in

United States, 76 babies die that are less than one year old. Whilg
person experiences grief individually, it is important to validate
grief experienced following the death of a baby at any age.

Death (by miscarriage or stillbirth) is one of the deepest experienc
life, yet often ignored by society in general and even by the f
community; it is uncomfortable and therefore we may not have alw
given recognition to parents?©d
miscarriages. The old concept was that if we did not talk about
baby, and removed all evidence, parents would quickly forget.
now know that before one can

We must acknowledge that these babies have left handprints de
the parentsd hearts never to Qf

While planning this memorial, the ministry members were very aw
that this service might be the only commemoration that atten
might experience to recognize and remember their babies. The s¢
centered on several rituals to assist people in grieving the

Ceremony

¢ pregnancy, to be able to publicly acknowledge these babies ar
begin the healing process. The ecumenical service include

d and a commendation of the baby to God. The names of the ba
were written on a Memorial Quilt made by members of the
d Francis Share and Care quilting group. Participants were offerg
packet containing a piece of
quilt and a piece of wildflower seed paper to plant a memo
garden.
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At a reception following the service, many stories were shared
tt parents of all ages and experiences. It was a wonderful bitters
afternoon agowebyaid éhéelldoan
Health and Wellness Ministry plans to hold this servicarually
P for the Bitterroot Valley and encourages all Health and Welln
% Ministries to consider providing this to their communitie
(4

1 Christ the King Parish Nurse Ministry, especially Edna Kinsella,
\ the invaluable support and resources that

b enabled us to provide this ecumenical

e service.
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By Jill Deppel, RN, Parish Nurse,
St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Hamilton, MT
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The St. Francis Health and Wellness Ministry would like to thamkvi n ¢
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Dates Set for 2009 Basic Parish Nurse Preparation Class/Retreat

ay 1417, 2009are the dates set for the nextt¥3ur Basic Parish Nurse/Health Minister Preparation Course to be held on camg
Carroll College, Helena, MT. The cost for the course is $390 and includes lunches and all educational materials. Leaizibtpisra

campus at a reduced rate. The Basic Preparation Course follows
Missouri. Interested students are encouraged to work with their fai

the curriculum of the International Parish Nurse Resp@td Qant
th community to sponsor them for this course.
(Continued on pagg)
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June 2008 Graduates of Basic begin my minis

Preparation Course, Cheyenne, WY

Quotes from 2008 Class
| am very excited about this
my work with God as a

| appreciated the comradery an

| feel empowered and anxious

it will enhance

d
of other nurses; the fAnew
n using mMy nursing
to

try.
v May 2008 Graduates of Basic Preparation

Course in Swaziland rejoice and sing




